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Stock#: 99888
Map Maker: Central Show Print

Date: 1912
Place: Mason City, Iowa
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 26 x 40 inches

Price: $ 650.00

Description:

This 1912 movie poster, advertising "Custer's Last Fight," heralds a significant moment in cinematic and
American history. Printed in Mason City, Iowa, by Central Show Print, this large yellow poster with black
block letters captures the essence of early film marketing and the fascination with Western themes.

"Custer's Last Fight," a Thomas Ince Special Production, represents a pivotal point in the nascent film
industry, especially in the genre of the American Western. Released in 1912, this silent short film is
notably the first to portray the iconic figure of George Armstrong Custer and his infamous last stand at the
Battle of the Little Bighorn. This subject, deeply rooted in American history and consciousness, reflects the
era's fascination with frontier mythology and the romanticization of the American West. The film's



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Coming!! Custer's Last Fight A Thos. Ince Special Production

Drawer Ref: Oversized 8 Stock#: 99888
Page 2 of 2

exploration of this crucial historical event mirrors the nation's ongoing dialogue with its past, particularly
the complex legacy of westward expansion and Native American relations.

Francis Ford's direction and portrayal of Custer in the film underscore the early 20th-century cinematic
practices and the developing narrative styles in silent films. Ford, the elder brother of the famed director
John Ford, brought a unique perspective to the film, emphasizing dramatic storytelling that would later
influence the Western genre. The choice of Santa Ynez Canyon in Pacific Palisades, California, as a
primary filming location, known as "Inceville," signifies the early stages of Hollywood's establishment as
the heart of the American film industry.

Moreover, the poster itself, produced by Central Show Print of Mason City, is a testament to the period's
advertising methods. The stark contrast of black block letters on a yellow background was designed to
capture attention and intrigue potential viewers. Such posters were crucial in the era before electronic
media, serving as the primary means of promoting films. The poster's design, emphasizing the title and the
sensational aspect of the film's subject, encapsulates the marketing strategies of early cinema, aiming to
draw audiences into the dramatic reenactments of pivotal historical moments.

Detailed Condition:
Fold separations repaired on verso.


