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Date: 1918
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Color: Uncolored
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Size: 20 x 7.2 inches

Price: $ 1,200.00

Description:

Documenting the End of WWI and California's Mask Mandate of 1918 During the Spanish Flu

Fascinating photo of a large crowd, gathered in front of the Fairmount Hotel in Pittsburg, California,
celebrating the end of World War I.

Noteworthy within the crown are the dozens of people wearing masks, at the peak of the second wave of
the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918-1920. This douments a fascinating moment in American public health
history, with the photo being taken 7 days before the City of San Francisco passed a mask mandate to
fight the spread of the Spanish Flu.

The Spanish Flu, a devastating H1N1 influenza pandemic, struck the United States between 1918 and
1919. This deadly outbreak first emerged in military personnel in the U.S. during the spring of 1918, with
the earliest reported cases in March at Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas. The pandemic unfolded in
three critical waves, each with its distinct characteristics and impact.

Public health measures like mask mandates and school closures were implemented in many areas,
including California. At the height of the second waive, on October 25, 1918, San Francisco passed an
ordinance requiring everyone in the city to wear a mask while in public or when in a group of two or more
people, except at mealtime. This was a part of the city's broader efforts to control the disease, which also
included banning gatherings, closing schools and theaters, and urging citizens to avoid crowds. The initial
compliance with the mask ordinance was high, estimated at around 80% of the public wearing masks.

However, the mask ordinance was annulled on November 21, 1918. But as cases began to surge again, a
new mask mandate took effect on January 17, 1919. This second mandate faced much more resistance,
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leading to the formation of the "Anti-Mask League" in San Francisco. This league, which included some
physicians and a member of the Board of Supervisors, was a significant source of opposition to the mask
mandate. The league held a public meeting with over 2,000 attendees on January 25, 1919, and on January
27, presented a petition to the city's Board of Supervisors, requesting the repeal of the mask ordinance.
San Francisco eventually lifted the mask requirement on February 1, 1919, following the recommendation
of the Board of Health. 

In Seattle, during the influenza’s lockdown period in October and November of 1918, people without
masks were banned from public transit and ticketed or fined by the police's “Flu Squad." In Walla Walla,
Washington, the chief of police openly defied the state mask mandate and refused to enforce it. Yakima,
Washington, on the other hand, was less reluctant to enforce the mandate, particularly among merchants​​.

In Oakland, Mayor Davie was jailed for not wearing a mask in Sacramento, reflecting the seriousness with
which some regions enforced these mandates. The efficacy of masks during the 1918 pandemic was a
subject of debate among health officials. Some believed that masks, particularly if not used properly, were
minimally effective, while others advocated their use as part of a layered public health strategy​​. 

Detailed Condition:
One moderate crease or crack through the center of the image.


