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Stock#: 98889
Map Maker: Jefferys

Date: 1760
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 19 x 13 inches

Price: $ 475.00

Description:

Haiti on the Eve of Revolution

A fine 18th-century map of Cap-Haïtien, the historical capital of Haiti.

Cap-Haïtien, then called Cap-Français (or Cap-Francois), was the capital of the French colony of Saint-
Domingue (Haiti), from the time of its founding in 1711 until 1770. During this period, Saint-Domingue
was one of the most economically productive places in the world, owing to it flourishing sugar industry.

As evident on the map, the city was laid out on a neat geometrical grid, following Enlightenment precepts.
The town was, and is still dominated by the Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Cap-Haïtien, the largest church in
Haiti.

The present map was issued by Thomas Jefferys in London to capitalize of the great interest in French and
Spanish ports owing to the ongoing Seven Years' War (1756-1763). Due to it's key role in the French
colonial system, Cap-Haïtien was a prime proposed target for an attack by Britain's Royal Navy, although
it was passed over in favor of more easily-conquerable French possessions, such as Martinique and
Guadeloupe. 

In the 18th century, Saint-Domingue, as it was then known, was a French colony and one of the most
prosperous in the Caribbean due to its production of sugar, coffee, and indigo, cultivated by enslaved
Africans. Cap-François (now Cap-Haïtien) was the economic heart of the colony and a key location in the
Atlantic trading system. 
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The Haitian Revolution began in 1791 and was a direct response to the brutal conditions under French
colonial rule. The initial leader of the uprising was a vodou houngan (priest) named Dutty Boukman, and
the first major conflict was the Battle of Bois Caïman. The revolution was further galvanized by leaders
like Toussaint L'Ouverture, a former slave who became the most prominent leader of the revolution, and
Jean-Jacques Dessalines, who continued the fight after Toussaint's capture by the French in 1802.

The conflict saw various shifts in control and allegiances, with Spanish and British forces also attempting
to take advantage of the unrest to seize control of parts of the colony. Key battles during the revolution
include the Siege of Fort Dauphin (1793), the Battle of Crête-à-Pierrot (1802), and the Battle of Vertières
(1803). The latter, near Cap-François, was a decisive conflict leading to the French defeat.

The Haitian Revolution culminated in 1804 with the declaration of independence by Dessalines, who
proclaimed the former colony as the independent nation of Haiti. This was a monumental event as it
marked the first successful slave revolt in modern history and led to the establishment of the first black-
led republic in the world, and the second independent nation in the Americas after the United States. 

Detailed Condition:


