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Description:

This pair of maps, collectively titled "Originalkarte zur Ubersicht des Standpunktes neuester
Polarforschungen bis Ende September 1874" alongside the "Provisorische Skizze von Franz Joseph Land,"
provides a fine overview of Arctic exploration up until the end of September 1874.

Smith Sound Expeditions (Colored Orange)

e 1816: Bylot & Baffin

1818: John Ross

1826: William Edward Parry
1852: Elisha Kent Kane
1860/61: Isaac Israel Hayes
1871: Charles Francis Hall

Historical Context: Smith Sound, a passage between Greenland and Canada, was repeatedly explored for a
Northwest Passage. The expeditions by notable explorers like Baffin and Ross laid early claims to polar
exploration, but it was Parry, Kane, Hayes, and Hall who advanced the understanding of the Arctic, facing
extreme conditions to map uncharted territories.

East Greenland Expeditions (Colored Green)
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e Since 1607: Henry Hudson, and others
e 1822: William Scoresby

e 1823: Douglas Clavering

e 1869/70: Carl Koldewey

Historical Context: East Greenland was a mystery for centuries since Hudson's time. The later expeditions
of Scoresby and Clavering provided vital geographical and scientific data. Koldewey's German North Polar
Expedition was particularly significant for its scientific contributions and mapping efforts.

Spitzbergen Area Expeditions (Colored Yellow)

e 1868: Spitzbergen
e 1871: A.E. Nordenskiold

Historical Context: Spitzbergen, known for its strategic location within the Arctic Ocean, attracted
expeditions that focused on whaling and later, scientific inquiry. Nordenskiold's expedition was paramount
in expanding glaciological and geological knowledge of the area.

North of Spitzbergen

e 1827-1828: Parry
e 1872-1873: Austria-Hungary

Historical Context: The quest to reach the North Pole saw Parry's and Austria-Hungary's expeditions
pushing north of Spitzbergen into the pack ice, enduring extreme polar conditions in pursuit of scientific
and national glory.

Northeast of Spitzbergen (Colored Purple)
e 1871: The Austro-Hungarian North Pole Expedition

Historical Context: This expedition, led by Payer and Weyprecht, is noted for the discovery of the
archipelago Franz Josef Land, significantly contributing to the cartographic and scientific understanding
of the polar region.

Novaya Zemlya (Colored Red)
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e 1871: MacDonald
e 1874: Tromsg

Historical Context: Novaya Zemlya, a Russian archipelago in the Arctic Ocean, was a focal point for
explorations like MacDonald's, which aimed to find new routes and understand the Arctic environment.

The second map, "Provisorische Skizze von Franz Joseph Land," represents the provisional sketch of Franz
Joseph Land, a significant finding by the Austro-Hungarian North Pole Expedition of 1873 and 1874. It
underlines the enduring quest of humanity to explore and document the unknown, illustrating the tenacity
of explorers who braved the Arctic's perilous environment to expand our geographical frontiers.

Detailed Condition:
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