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Stock#: 98477
Map Maker: Petermann

Date: 1876
Place: Gotha, Germany
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 10.75 x 17.5 inches

Price: $ 195.00

Description:

Fine example of Augustus Petermann's map of "The Discoveries of the American North Polar Expedition
under Captain C.F. Hall 1871-1873, with a Sketch of the Discoveries of the English Expedition under
Captain Nares 1875/6."

Petermann's map encapsulates the charting of two significant voyages of Arctic exploration from the late
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19th century, delineating the territories charted and the nautical routes taken.

Captain Charles Francis Hall's expedition, which took place between 1871 and 1873, was one of the
earliest American efforts to reach the North Pole. Hall was not a formally trained explorer but was driven
by a passion for Arctic exploration and the fate of previous expeditions. His journey, marked by the use of
the ship Polaris, was both groundbreaking and tragic, as it led to significant discoveries in the far north
regions but was also marred by Hall's untimely death under mysterious circumstances in 1871, possibly
due to poisoning.

The Nares Expedition, led by British naval officer George Strong Nares, occurred shortly after, from 1875
to 1876. Nares commanded two ships, the HMS Alert and HMS Discovery, with the aim of reaching the
North Pole via Smith Sound. The mission was noted for its scientific approach and extensive use of sledges
to conduct surveys. While the expedition did not reach the North Pole, it achieved the farthest northward
penetration at that time, setting a record that stood for decades.

The map itself likely serves as a geographical synthesis of these two ventures, showcasing the respective
paths and discoveries made by each expedition. It probably features various Arctic landmarks, including
Greenland, Baffin Bay, and the numerous smaller islands and waterways that constitute the Arctic
archipelago. The locations such as "Grinnell Land," "Smith Sound," and "Robeson Channel" are significant
for they were focal points of these explorations. 

Detailed Condition:


