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Description:

Petermann's map delineates the ambitious American North Polar Expedition led by Captain Charles
Francis Hall in 1871-72, as documented by German geographer and publisher Augustus Petermann. The
map provides one of the first contemporary accounts of Hall's Arctic exploration during a period of
intrepid voyages and geographical enlightenment.

The map offers a comprehensive view of the Arctic's labyrinthine waterways, coastlines, and the ethereal
polar landscape navigated by Hall. It employs a scale of 1:1,900,000, allowing for detailed observation of
Hall’s routes by ship, boat, and sledge. Petermann supplements the map with the inclusion of comparative
trails from previous expeditions, each delineated by distinct lines and symbols, providing a layered
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historical perspective on the exploration of the northernmost reaches of the Earth.

The American North Polar Expedition under Hall was a significant endeavor aimed at locating the
Northwest Passage and reaching the North Pole. Though ultimately tragic due to Hall's untimely death
under mysterious circumstances, the expedition added valuable knowledge to the cartography of the
Arctic regions.

Earlier expeditions represented on the map include those by Elisha Kent Kane in 1853, Isaac Israel Hayes
in 1860-61, and the second Grinnell Expedition led by Edwin De Haven in 1850-54. Kane’s foray was
pivotal for its extensive scientific observations and northern reach, while Hayes is credited with charting
previously unknown regions, claiming to have reached a “farthest north” point. The second Grinnell
Expedition, though not reaching its intended goal, succeeded in charting new islands and channels.
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