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Stock#: 98423
Map Maker: van der Aa

Date: 1713 circa
Place: Leiden
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 14.3 x 11 inches

Price: $ 375.00

Description:

Decorative map of Madagascar by the noted Dutch publisher Pieter van der Aa, known at the time as the
Isle of St. Lawrence, from the early 18th century.  The map is emblematic of the period's expanding
European exploration and colonial interests in the Indian Ocean.

Van der Aa's map is an exquisite amalgamation of artistry and maritime navigation science, characterized
by its detailed coastal outlines, the plotting of maritime routes, and the intricate compass roses that guide
the eye across the ocean expanses. The delineation of Madagascar’s rugged topography and the noted
locations of settlements and ports reflect the European powers' burgeoning interest in the strategic and
commercial potential of the island.

The map's historical significance is underscored by its depiction of the island at a time when it was
becoming increasingly entangled in the networks of European trade and colonial ambition. Madagascar
was a nexus for the exchange of goods, including slaves, between Africa, Asia, and Europe, and Van der
Aa's map provides valuable insights into the geographic knowledge that underpinned and facilitated these
exchanges. 

Detailed Condition:


