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Date: 1785

Place: Paris

Color: Uncolored

Condition: VG

Size: 19.5 x 28 inches
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Description:

The First Scientific Charting Guanabara Bay / Rio de Janeiro

Rare and important chart of Guanabara Bay, based upon the work of the Jesuit mapmaker Domenico
Capacci.

The "Plan de la Baye et Port de Rio Janeiro Situee a la Coste du Bresil" from 1785 is a detailed
representation of the Rio de Janeiro bay area. This sea chart, derived from Domenico Capacci's manuscript
chart of Guanabara Bay, carefully outlines the bay, its neighboring islands, topographical features of the
coastline, soundings, lagoons, anchorages, river mouths, and even a town grid for Rio Janeiro. Such
precision is a testament to Capacci's skills and methodical approach to cartography.
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Domenico Capacci in Brazil

Born in Naples in 1694, Domenico Capacci was a Jesuit priest known for his expertise in astronomy and
cartography. His significant contribution in Brazil began when he, along with Diogo Soares, arrived in Rio
de Janeiro in 1730, commissioned by Joao V of Portugal to advance the region's cartographic
understanding, especially given the economic importance of Brazil's gold and diamond discoveries.

Their first major task in Brazil was setting up an astronomical observatory on the morro do Castelo. The
aim was to determine the Rio de Janeiro meridian, which was crucial for accurate map-making in the
region. From 1732 to 1735, the duo worked on maps detailing regions from the gold mines in southern
Minas Gerais to the Serro Frio diamond mines in the north. Their work culminated in 1737 with the
mapping of the main ports in the Capitania of Sao Pedro do Rio Grande do Sul.

Capacci's time in Brazil, though brief, was impactful. His precise approach to cartography, as evident in
the 1785 sea chart, reflects his commitment to advancing the field during his tenure in Brazil.
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