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Stock#: 97780
Map Maker: De Bry

Date: 1590
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 11.5 x 9 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Map of the Carolina Coastline, Including the Sir Walter Raleigh's Roanoke Colony

Fine copper plate engraving showing Theodore De Bry's version of John White's painting "The Virginians'
Manner of Dancing at Their Religious Festivals."

In the center of the image, a man is depicted from the back, standing, holding a tall bow in his left hand
and two arrows in his right. He wears a container of arrows that hangs from his waist. On his left shoulder
is a tattoo, or a mark made in paint. Various other marks appear in the spaces to the left and right of the
man.  

The text translates as follows:
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Inhabitants of the whole province [Florida], for the most part, have a mark expressed on their
back, by which they can be recognized as to which ruler they are subject, or from which region
they originate. For this reason, we have depicted these marks with this figure, adding the
names of the places so they can be more easily distinguished: God has granted them this skill,
although they are indeed simple; and to tell the truth, I do not remember seeing people who
are more honorable or more peaceful.

The marks I have observed are here arranged in a certain series. Marked with the letter A is
Wingini, the Lord in Roanoac. Having the letter B, is related to Wingini. Marked with letters C
and D are various heroes in SECOTA. To which indeed are added the letters E, F, G, are
leading men in Pomeiooc & Aquaskogoc.

In 1585, Governor John White, was part of a voyage from England to the Outer Banks of North Carolina
under a plan of Sir Walter Raleigh to settle "Virginia." White was at Roanoke Island for about thirteen
months before returning to England for more supplies. During this period he made a series of over seventy
watercolor drawings of indigenous people, plants, and animals. The purpose of his drawings was to give
those back home an accurate idea of the inhabitants and environment in the New World. The earliest
images derived from White's original drawings were made in 1590, when Theodor De Bry made
engravings from White's drawings to be printed in Thomas Hariot's account of the journey. Hariot, a
mathematician, had also been part of the 1585 voyage.

Detailed Condition:


