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Date: 1955

Place: Pretoria

Color: Color

Condition: VG+

Size: 24.5 x 19.5 inches
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Description:

Scarce pictorial map of the environs of Pretoria, South Africa, published in Durban in 1955.

The map of Pretoria from 1955 presents a structured layout of the city, showing neighborhoods, streets,
landmarks, and zones of administrative importance. The map's color scheme differentiates urban
development from natural landscapes, with significant buildings rendered along the map's upper edge,
indicative of their stature within the city's framework. The peripheral areas suggest a blend of agricultural
and less densely populated regions.

The verso side of the map, rich with images and explanatory text, serves as an informative guide, detailing
the historical significance of various sites and figures pertinent to Pretoria's heritage.

During the mid-20th century, Pretoria functioned as the administrative capital of South Africa. This period
was characterized by the entrenchment of apartheid, initiated in 1948, which imposed racial segregation
and set the stage for the city's subsequent historical developments. As the seat of government, Pretoria
was central to the enactment of apartheid laws, and it also became a focal point for political resistance
against this regime.

The city's architecture, particularly the Union Buildings, played a role in the administrative operations of
apartheid, and these edifices remain as historical markers of this era. The map, as a document, is
therefore a reflection of Pretoria's urban landscape during a time of significant political tension and
societal division.
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