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(Virginia - Powhatan Indians) De L'Amerique Figure CXXVI

Stock#: 96604

Map Maker: Mallet X DE L'AMERIQUE. 91
FIGURE CXXFI,

Date: 1683 i

Place: Paris ;

Color: Uncolored

Condition: VG+

Size: 4.5 x 7 inches

Price: $ 195.00

Description:

De L'Amerique Figure CXXVI, published by Alain Manesson Mallet in Paris in 1683, offers an intricate
depiction of a Powhatan Indian Village and the interior of a Powhatan Lodge, the latter taking inspiration
from the representation seen on Smith's map of Virginia. This map is a notable engraved plate from
Mallet's eminent work, Description de I' Univers, arguably one of the 17th century's most remarkable
endeavors in the realm of cartographic publications.

The late 17th century marked a period of burgeoning European interest in the New World, with colonial
powers seeking both territorial expansion and greater understanding of the indigenous cultures they
encountered. The Powhatan, native to present-day Virginia, were of particular interest due to their
interactions with English settlers. This map captures the European conecption of Powhatan life,
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juxtaposing their domestic settings with the broader geographical context.

Mallet's commitment to detail in portraying the Powhatan Indian Village and lodge reveals more than just
geographical information. It provides a window into the cultural and social nuances of the Powhatan way
of life, a representation made all the more significant considering the European curiosity and sometimes
misconceptions about indigenous North American tribes. By basing part of his depiction on Smith's map of
Virginia, Mallet acknowledged and incorporated prior European engagements with the continent, ensuring
a degree of continuity and authenticity in his portrayal.

The broader context of Description de I' Univers cannot be understated. As a seminal work of the 17th
century, it stood as a testament to the period's thirst for knowledge and exploration. Within this vast
tapestry, De L'Amerique Figure CXXVI emerges as a crucial piece, reflecting the intricate dance between
exploration, understanding, and representation during a transformative era in global history.

Detailed Condition:
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