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Stock#: 96414
Map Maker: Colton

Date: 1865
Place: New York
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 16.5 x 24 inches

Price: $ 475.00

Description:

Colton's New York City, Brooklyn, Jersey City, Hoboken Etc, published by GW & CB Colton in 1865, is a
detailed map of New York City and vicinity, notable for its orientation with North at the top—a departure
from most double-page atlas maps of New York City from this period. This large-format map
comprehensively depicts parks, streets, wards, buildings, rail lines, wharfs, and various other features,
including an inset of Upper NYC and part of Westchester County. It also extends to cover substantial
portions of Brooklyn, Hoboken, and Jersey City.

The year 1865 marked the end of the American Civil War and the beginning of an era of significant
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transformation in New York City. During this time, the city experienced rapid industrial growth and
demographic changes, and its urban landscape was reshaped through new developments and
infrastructure. The map captures this dynamic environment, offering a detailed and accurate portrayal of
a city in flux, with its expanded boundaries and a complex network of streets, railroads, and buildings.

GW & CB Colton, along with JH Colton, were leading figures in American cartography during the mid-19th
century. Their works are distinguished by their accuracy, detail, and visual appeal. This map exemplifies
these qualities, providing a clear and comprehensive representation of New York City and its neighboring
areas. The inclusion of an inset displaying the upper part of New York City, along with the adjacent
portion of Westchester County, enhances the map's value as a historical and geographical resource.

The orientation of the map, with North at the top, is a noteworthy feature that sets it apart from other
contemporary maps of New York City. This orientation provides a unique perspective on the city's layout
and allows for an intuitive understanding of its geography. It also reflects a cartographic choice that
emphasizes the city's connection to the broader region, including Brooklyn, Hoboken, and Jersey City.

In summary, Colton's New York City, Brooklyn, Jersey City, Hoboken Etc stands as an important
cartographic document that captures the complexity and vibrancy of New York City during a pivotal
moment in its history. Its unusual orientation, combined with its meticulous attention to detail and
inclusion of surrounding areas, makes it a significant artifact. It not only serves as a geographical
representation but also as a window into the social, economic, and cultural life of New York City at a time
of profound transformation. Its depiction of the intricate urban fabric provides a rich source for
understanding the city's growth and evolution in the aftermath of the Civil War, reflecting broader trends
in American urban development.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color. Toning at the left and right sides.


