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St. Vincent

Stock#: 96128 — : -
Map Maker: Hydrographic Office of the #
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Date: 1876
Place: London
Color: Uncolored : _
Condition: VG : x_f’
Size: 18.25 x 24.75 inches -
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Description:

Surveyed by Staff Commander ]J. Parsons, R.N., and assisted by Staff Commanders ]J.P. Dillon and W.B.
Calver, R.N,, in 1863, this chart of St. Vincent in the West Indies offers a detailed depiction of the island.
The chart was published in London on November 24th, 1876, under the Superintendence of Captain E.J.
Evans, R.N, and engraved by Davies & Company.

The historical significance of this maritime chart lies in its representation of the intricate geography of St.
Vincent, a key island in the Lesser Antilles. Surveyed during a period of expanding naval power and
increased interest in accurate cartography, the chart displays various coastal features, including springs,
coral reefs, mud, rock, sand, shells, and stones. The utilization of data from a government survey of 1773
for the Northern portion of the Island, from Chateau Belair to Rabaca, provides a glimpse into the island's
topographical history and the continuity of geographical knowledge.
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The chart's annotations further delineate soundings in fathoms, heights in feet above high water springs,
and critical nautical details. The note that there was "No Magnetic Variation in 1882" emphasizes the
importance of magnetic data for navigational accuracy, reflecting the scientific advancements and
precision that characterized naval surveying in the latter half of the 19th century. The careful and
systematic approach of the British Admiralty in compiling and publishing this chart underscores Britain's
leadership in maritime exploration and navigation during this era.

In addition to its navigational utility, the chart's aesthetic appeal, evident in the detailed coastal profile at
the bottom, enriches its historical value.

As a document, this chart of St. Vincent not only serves as an essential tool for understanding the
maritime practices and cartographic techniques of the time but also stands as a testament to the broader
history of exploration, colonization, and naval power during the 19th century.

Detailed Condition:
Minor toning at the bottom.
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