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(Civil War) Fall of Petersburg

Stock#: 96085

Map Maker: Kurz & Allison
Date: 1893

Place: Chicago
Color: Color
Condition: VG+

Size: 25 x 18 inches
Price: SOLD
Description:

The Fall of Petersburg, a vibrant chromolithograph dating from 1893 by Kurz & Allison, depicts the pivotal
moment on April 2, 1865, when Union soldiers, led by General Ulysses S. Grant, overwhelmed Confederate
fortifications in Petersburg, Virginia. The visually arresting scene includes a charging Union officer
brandishing a saber and the American flag surmounting a large embankment, capturing the intensity of
the battle.

This depiction resonates with a defining moment in the American Civil War, illustrating the fall of a critical
Confederate stronghold. Strategically-located Petersburg had been under siege by Union forces for several
months. Its fall led directly to the evacuation of the Confederate capital at Richmond, and subsequently to
the surrender of General Robert E. Lee's Army at Appomattox Court House, essentially ending the war.

The chromolithograph itself is a testament to the artistic and printing techniques of the late 19th century,
utilizing vibrant colors to convey the drama and emotion of the battlefield. Kurz & Allison, a prominent
firm based in Chicago, was known for its historical prints, and this particular work is characteristic of
their approach to visualizing significant moments in American history.

With its historical significance and visual impact, the Fall of Petersburg not only offers an artistic
interpretation of a critical event in American history but also reflects the cultural memory and
understanding of the Civil War in the decades that followed. As a historical artifact, it provides insight into
the ways in which the war was commemorated and understood by later generations, capturing both the
heroism and the horror of a conflict that shaped the nation's identity.
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