
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Apollo Earth Orbit Chart (AEO) Apollo Mission 8. Sheet 1 of 3, Contains Revolution 1.
For December 1968 Launch Dates [with:] Sheet 2 of 3, Contains Revolution 2. For

December 1968 Launch Dates [and: Sheet 3 of 3, Contains Revolution 3. For December
1968 Launch Dates]

Drawer Ref: Rolled Maps 13 Stock#: 95707
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 95707
Map Maker: NASA / Aeronautical Chart and

Information Center

Date: 1968
Place: n.p. (St. Louis Arsenal,

Missouri?)
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 40.5 x 11.5 inches

Price: $ 1,400.00

Description:

The Apollo Earth Orbit Chart (AEO) Apollo Mission 8 is a set of three lithographed sheets, prepared in
November 1968 by the Aeronautical Chart and Information Center of the United States Air Force for the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). Each sheet in this trio corresponds to one of the
first three revolutions of the Apollo 8 mission around Earth, providing a detailed visual representation of
the spacecraft's trajectory, tracking stations, and associated communication capabilities for the
groundbreaking December 1968 launch.

During the late 1960s, the world witnessed the zenith of the Space Race, an era marked by intense
competition and technological innovation between the United States and the Soviet Union. The Apollo 8
mission, in particular, represented a significant milestone, being the first manned spacecraft to leave
Earth's orbit, reach the Moon, orbit it, and safely return. These charts, therefore, capture a pivotal
moment in space exploration history, chronicling details of a mission that expanded humanity's horizons
beyond our terrestrial confines.

The charts feature an array of technical details, including tracking station symbols with location,
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capabilities, and associated call letters, international boundaries, capital cities, and specific aerospace
details like USB command capability and ground track symbols. Notably, the charts illustrate the
complexity of space mission planning and execution, reflecting the advanced state of aerospace technology
and strategic military cooperation in the late 1960s. The detailed legend and notes provide insight into the
operational aspects of the Apollo mission, such as tracking limits, antenna coverage, and spacecraft
altitude considerations.

Detailed Condition:
Three sheets, unjoined.


