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A Map of South Carolina And a Part of Georgia. containing the Whole Sea-Coast; all the
Islands, Inlets, Rivers, Creeks, Parishes, Townships, Boroughs, Roads, and Bridges: As

Also, Several Plantations, with their proper Boundary-Lines, their Names, and the
Names of their Proprietors. Composed From Surveys taken by The Hon. William Bull

Esq. Lieutenant Governor, Captain Gascoign, Hugh Bryan, Esq; And the Author William
De Brahm, Surveyor General to the Province of South Carolina, one of the Surveyors of
Georgia, And late Captain Engineer under his Imperial Majesty Charles VII. Engrav'd,

By Thomas Jefferys, Geographer to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.
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Stock#: 95422
Map Maker: De Brahm / Jefferys

Date: 1757
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 43.5 x 48.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

First Edition of De Brahm's Seminal Map of South Carolina and Part of Georgia

William Gerard de Brahm's A Map of South Carolina and Part of Georgia holds a significant place in the
history of colonial American cartography, especially with respect to the Southeast. De Brahm, a German-
born military officer who moved to Georgia in 1751, managed to portray large areas of the southern
colonies with a degree of topographical accuracy previously unseen, due to his scientific approach to
surveying.
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After emigrating to the colonies, De Brahm quickly put his surveying skills to work. He served as a
surveyor in both Georgia and South Carolina and eventually rose to the position of Surveyor General of
South Carolina in 1754. During the first part of the decade, de Brahm conducted extensive coastal
surveys, the results of which significantly informed the details in this map. Recognizing the value of local
knowledge, de Brahm invited plantation owners to submit plats of their land, which he then incorporated
into his map.

This large-scale map, boasting a scale of one inch to five miles, covers the coastal areas from the North
Carolina boundary to the St. Marys River in Georgia, and then inland to the Indian Country. De Brahm's
attention to detail is evident throughout, with the carefully rendered tidal channels, swamps, and marshes.
He also marked out the boundaries of all the organized parishes in South Carolina and created an index of
land holdings in the lower center of the map.

One unique feature of de Brahm's map is the analysis of the topography he observed along the border
between North and South Carolina, a section of the map that appears almost like aerial photography. This
element, however, was not included in the second state of the map in 1780.

Compared to its predecessors, de Brahm's map offered an unprecedented level of accuracy in the
depiction of rivers, tributaries, islands, and parishes. Its cartouche, illustrating the colonies' indigo trade,
served as an economic snapshot of the time.

First Edition of De Brahm's Map

De Brahm's map is the most important and influential map of South Carolina and Georgia during the
British Colonial era. As noted by Cumming, "For the first time, for any large area of the southern colonies,
a map possesses topographical accuracy based on scientific surveys."

As noted by Henry Taliaferro:

In 1752, De Braham announced plans to publish a new map of both colonies in an
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advertisement in the South Carolina Gazette, in which he invited plantation owners "who
desire to have their particular Plantations inserted therein … to send copies of their respective
Plats." The completed manuscript was sent to London where the Board of Trade approved it
and commissioned Thomas Jefferys to publish the work. At the lower center is a dedication to
Lord Halifax, the President of the Board of Trade.

The map is drawn on the grand scale of one inch equals five miles. It shows the coastal areas
from the North Carolina boundary southward to St. Marys River in Georgia, then inland to the
Indian Country. For the coastal region and up the major rivers as far as the settlements
extend, great care and detail in surveying is evident. The amount of topographical information
given in the low country is impressive; swamps, marshes, and the winding of tidal channels
and rivers are delineated. The boundaries of all the organized parishes in South Carolina are
laid down. At lower center is a lengthy index to land holdings in South Carolina, the obvious
result of his address to planters in 1752.

De Brahm included an unusual feature along the border between North and South Carolina.
Entitled "The Nature of the Land in this Course," it is an analysis of the topography De Braham
observed when he ran the forty mile boundary line inland from the mouth of inland creek. It
almost has the character of aerial photography. This feature was omitted from the second
state of 1780.

Conclusion

De Brahm's map appeared in no standard atlases of the time, only being produced as a separate wall map
or making its way into made-to-order composite atlases. It is consequently extremely rare today and
generally accepted as one the of cornerstone maps of American colonial mapmaking and the mapping of
the Southeast.

De Brahm's map is a remarkable representation of South Carolina and Georgia, offering an in-depth
exploration of the land through the lens of a scientific surveyor. It set a new standard in the field of
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cartography and stands as a tangible link to the historical and socio-economic realities of the southern
colonies during the British Colonial era.

Detailed Condition:
Hand-colored engraving on four sheets, joined as one. Expert reinstatement of a very small section of
paper in the Atlantic Ocean above the letter "T" in "ATLANTIC".


