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Stock#: 95403
Map Maker: Schuyler

Date: 1889
Place: n.p. (San Diego)
Color: Pen & Ink with Wash Color
Condition: See Description
Size: 161 x 35 inches (second sheet

112.5 x35)

Price: $ 12,500.00

Description:

Two Monumental Manuscript Maps of San Diego Bay, From the Tip of Point Loma to National
City.

The Re-Mapping of the City With a New City Survey.

Phenomenal set of 1880s San Diego maps, hand-drawn and showing the nascent city's steady growth
around the Bay.

The first of these two maps covers the stretch of land between the boundary with National City north to
the San Diego River, Old Town, and the start of Point Loma. Along the way, neighborhoods, streets, public
transportation, and many other features are marked. Many of the city's earliest additions are still named,
including the Horton, and Manassee and Schiller Additions, with Old Town, Middle Town, and New Town
all marked as well. The recently-built San Diego and Pacific Beach Railroad, which hadn't yet expanded to
La Jolla, is seen following Arctic and Third Streets before disappearing off the map. The original Hay's
Survey of the San Diego Pueblo, executed in 1859, is shown in black, while Schuyler's more recent survey
is shown in blue.

The second map shows the region from Hay's Park around the peninsula to the tip of Point Loma. A small
jut of the northernmost part of Coronado appears, labeled the "Peninsula of San Diego." The southwestern
corner of the Point Loma Peninsula is itself given over to a "U.S. Military Reservation," although there are
a few, apparently privately owned tracts scattered throughout. The Roseville Nailworks are shown in the
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New Roseville neighborhood.  

These maps were apparently made as a rectification of previous, erroneous surveys which were made to
much looser specifications. During this period, further infilling of the Bay was being considered, and a
correct survey of the area was an important requisite for executing this correctly. Further, with the ever-
growing addition of railroads in the downtown areas, accurate city surveys had to be conducted in
conjunction with this development. 

Several, probably later, pencil annotations dot the map, including a sketch of one small part of the Point
Loma Railroad, which opened in 1910.

James Dix Schuyler: Canal Builder, Irrigation Specialist, and San Diego City Engineer

Schuyler (1848-1912) was a prolific West Coast engineer whose diverse enterprises spanned many states,
countries, and fields. While perhaps his most notable achievement was accompanying President-Elect
William Howard Taft on a tour of the Panama Canal, and reporting on his findings for Congress, much of
his life was dedicated to building early California infrastructure.

Schuyler, a native of Ithaca, New York, started his engineering career in the Midwest in 1869 when he
was employed in the service of the Kansas Pacific Railway. From there, he moved to California to work on
railroads there, before being appointed Chief Assistant State Engineer in 1877. Following a brief stint in
the Mexican railroad industry, Schuyler returned to California. One of his most important projects was the
construction of the Sweetwater Dam in 1887-1888, about the time when he became City Engineer for San
Diego. It was in this position that he would make the present resurvey of San Diego. In the early 1900s,
Schuyler pioneered the construction of dams through hydraulic fill, and it was in part because of this
expertise that he was sent, with President-Elect Taft, to Panama to advise on the construction of a lock
system. He recommended substantial modifications to the Gatun Dam, which were acted upon.

Schuyler would die in 1912. His papers are preserved at UC Riverside.

Detailed Condition:
Set of two maps executed in pen and ink with wash color on drafting linen. Map stretching from National
City to the Midway District slightly tattered at right edge, just entering neatline in the upper right. Map
stretching from Midway District to Point Loma tattered on left edge and in margins, just entering the



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(San Diego) Map of the Water Front of San Diego on San Diego Bay Showing the Line of
Mean High Tide [National City to Old Town] [with] Map of the Water Front of San

Diego on San Diego Bay Showing the Line of Mean High Tide [Midway District to Point
Loma]

Drawer Ref: Rolled Maps 8 Stock#: 95403
Page 3 of 3

image in the lower left but not affecting the cartography. Overall, very good outside loss.


