
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Tabula Europae III [France, Low Countries & Germany]

Drawer Ref: Small Maps Stock#: 95257
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 95257
Map Maker: Ruscelli

Date: 1561
Place: Venice
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 10 x 7.5 inches

Price: $ 125.00

Description:

Tabula Europae III, a 1561 map by Girolamo Ruscelli, presents an intriguing cartographic perspective of
Western Europe, focusing primarily on France, while also extending its reach to the Low Countries and
the western part of Germany. Stretching from the Atlantic to the Rhine River and along the Mediterranean
coast, the map offers a rendition of the region based on Ptolemaic geographical understanding.

The geographic regions delineated in the map—Gallia Belgica, Germania Inferior, Germania Superior,
Narbonensis, Aquitania, Lugdunensis—are rooted in the territorial organization of the Roman Empire.
Gallia Belgica, once a province of the Roman Empire, corresponds to parts of present-day Belgium, the
Netherlands, Luxembourg, and parts of Northern France and Western Germany. Germania Inferior and
Germania Superior, meaning Lower and Upper Germany respectively, represented Roman provinces
located mainly in modern Belgium and Germany. Narbonensis, primarily situated in the southern part of
modern-day France, was named after its capital Narbo Martius (present-day Narbonne), a crucial
commercial hub during the Roman period. Aquitania, roughly equivalent to the historical region of
Aquitaine in southwestern France, extends from the Pyrenees to the river Loire. Lugdunensis, named after
its capital Lugdunum (modern Lyon), was situated in the central part of what is now France.

Ruscelli's work belongs to the tradition of Renaissance cartography that sought to revise and improve
upon classical knowledge in the light of new discoveries and a more advanced understanding of geography
and projection techniques. His maps, therefore, offer a snapshot of the transition between ancient and
modern cartography, making them of particular interest to scholars and collectors alike.

Detailed Condition:
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Minor toning and dampstain.


