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Stock#: 95208
Map Maker: Mallet

Date: 1686
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 4.5 x 6 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Decorative map of the Bahamas, a portion of the east coast of Forida and central Cuba, with a marvelous
battle scene in the background.

The map, while modest in size, displays a precise arrangement of the islands. It features the eastern
coastline of Florida on the right and a minor portion of Cuba below, but its main focus remains the
Bahama Islands.   The uncluttered simplicity lends the map an austere elegance, allowing the geography
of the region to speak for itself.

In the top of the map is a dramatic naval battle scene. Around ten sailing ships are shown, with smoke
billowing from the cannons, indicated by simple, wispy lines, is a striking feature that adds a visual
narrative to this otherwise unembellished map.
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The simplicity and modesty of the map contrast with the turbulent history of the Bahama Islands in the
17th century. As the Bahamas lies in close proximity to the frequently contested territories of Florida and
Cuba, it often found itself as a refuge for pirates and a place of conflict among European powers.

The 17th century was a period of significant change for the Bahamas. European colonization in the region,
led by the English, began around the mid-17th century. However, these early settlements faced various
challenges including conflicts with the native Lucayans, limited resources, and frequent pirate attacks.

The naval battle depicted on the map is a stark reminder of the violent confrontations between different
colonial powers, often British, French, and Spanish, as they sought control over the strategically placed
islands. This was a time of the buccaneers, with the infamous pirate Blackbeard using the islands as his
base of operations for some time.

By the end of the 17th century, the archipelago was virtually uninhabited due to frequent invasions, pirate
activities, and struggles between colonial powers. It wasn't until the 18th century that the Bahamas saw
an era of relative peace and development, with the introduction of plantation economies and an increase in
trade and population. 

From Mallet's monumental Description de l' Univers, first published in Paris in 1683, perhaps the greatest
work of its kind in the 17th Century.

Detailed Condition:


