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Stock#: 94993
Map Maker: Bodmer

Date: 1839 - 1842
Place: Paris, Coblenz and London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 17.5 x 14 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Encampment of the Piekann Indians, a hand-colored aquatint by Swiss artist Karl Bodmer, presents an
intimate and vibrant depiction of Native American life in the 19th century. Created after artwork made
during Bodmer's expedition with Prince Maximilian of Wied to Fort McKenzie in August and September
1833, this image captures the Piekann Indians' camp, set against the backdrop of the fort (though not
pictured) and made during a period of unprecedented contact with the traditionally hostile Blackfeet tribe.

Bodmer's sojourn at Fort McKenzie, established a year before by the American Fur Company, resulted in a
detailed exploration of indigenous life, customs, and appearances. His visual documentation of the
Blackfeet offers rare insights into a tribe known for their resistance to outsiders, highlighting the opening
of trade routes and fostering diplomatic relations between the Blackfeet and the newly established
colonial settlers. The aquatint also emphasizes the powerful role of the American Fur Company in
facilitating these crucial cultural intersections.

The piece provides remarkable detail, from the meticulously illustrated figures of Piekann men, such as
Natoië-Poochsen (Word of Life) and Kiäsax (Bear on the Left), to the visual replication of a war robe of an
unnamed Piegan Blackfeet man. These depictions demonstrate Bodmer's respect and fascination for
Native American cultures, as well as his talent for fine, accurate portraiture. Moreover, Bodmer's inclusion
of Ho-Ta-Mä, a Ponca man met at Fort Pierre, alludes to the broader intertribal relations within the Native
American landscape.

Encampment of the Piekann Indians also serves as a testament to Bodmer's artistic process. Preliminary
drawings done during his stay at the fort later found their way into the final print. The tableau forms part
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of a larger body of work produced by Bodmer during his travels with Maximilian, which was displayed at
the 1836 Paris Salon and remains critical to our understanding of Native American societies in the 19th
century. Thus, through Bodmer's keen eye and skilled hand, the viewer is invited to step into a world often
unseen, fostering a deeper understanding of indigenous cultures in a period of rapid colonial expansion.

State

Ruud's 1st of 2 states, lacking the date.

Detailed Condition:
Aquatint, etching, and roulette, hand-colored and heightened with gum arabic. With the Bodmer
blindstamp below center imprint line.


