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Stock#: 94193
Map Maker: Speed

Date: 1626
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 20 x 15.5 inches

Price: $ 2,400.00

Description:

Imagining the Roman Empire

Striking example of Speed's decorative map of the Roman Empire, with decorative borders.

This map was featured in the first atlas of the world published by an Englishman, Prospect of the Most
Famous Parts of the World (1627).

The map focuses on the Mediterranean and the regions dominated by Rome at the height of its empire.
The map shows the Red Sea, the Middle East, Anatolia, and much of the Arabian Peninsula. It stretches
from North Africa to the British Isles, with the lands of the Germanic tribes stretching to the northeast.

Roman settlements, including Londinium and Lutetia (Paris), are scattered across the region. Speed has
adopted the ancient names for places; for example, the Black Sea is the Euxine Sea, while the
Mediterranean is the Middle Land Sea. In a large text box in the interior of Africa is an overview of the
“Beginning Increase & Height” of the Roman Empire.

The map is studded with animals. At sea there is a pitched sea battle, a single vessel, and two sea
monsters. In Africa are a pair of lions, a camel train, a cheetah, and a pair of ostriches.  

Some of the most notable features of the map are its decorative borders in the carte-a-figures style. Along
the left and right sides are pictures of typical costumes for men and women from Spain, Italy, Turkey,
Egypt, and Morocco. In the upper corners are images of Romulus, builder of Rome, and an allegorical
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figure of Rome itself. Along the upper edge is a bird’s-eye view of Rome, Genoa, Jerusalem, Venice,
Constantinople, and a plan of Alexandria.

Historical maps like this were extremely popular in the early modern period, as antiquarianism was a
popular subject of study. People wanted to be able to locate ancient and Biblical places and graph them
onto their known world.

Speed died in 1629, and George Humble passed in 1640. The copperplates from the Prospect passed to
George’s son, William Humble. Humble reissued the maps on an ad hoc basis before passing the plates to
William Garrett, who passed them to Roger Rea.

Detailed Condition:
Minor toning.


