
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(Alaska - Russian America) Ethnographische Skizzen Über Die Völker Des Russischen
Amerika . . . / Karte des Russischen Amerika Nach den neuesten Quellen gezeichnet von

H.J. Holmberg 1854

Drawer Ref: Safe 2 Stock#: 93988
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 93988
Map Maker: Holmberg

Date: 1855
Place: Helsingfors
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 26.5 x 17.5 inches (map)

Price: $ 2,400.00

Description:

Rare Work on Russian Alaska

With Ethnographic Map of Alaska

This work publishes the ethnological and historical lectures by Henrick Johan Holmberg (1818-1864), a
Finnish scientist who explored Russian America in 1850-51, particularly Sitka and Kodiak, and who was
apparently connected with the Russian American Company. The volume includes his excellent
ethnographic map of Alaska. The text also describes plant foods used by the Kodiaks, with notes on the use
of pinus douglasii sabine among the Kodiaks and Tlinkits.

This work was reprinted from v. 4 of the "Acta" of Finska vetenskaps-societeten. A second volume, not
present here, was issued in 1863 as a separate, taken from v. 7 of the "Acta."

The ethnographic map of Alaska - the first of its kind - identifies the major Native American First Nations
of Alaska: the Tlinget; the Kodiak; the Dena'ina and other Athabaskan peoples; and the Aleut peoples,
which Holmgren in turn subdivides into specific named tribes.

The map also provides a credible depiction of Alaska, drawn primarily from Russian sources,
including most notably the work of Laurentii Alekseevich Zagoskin in the 1840s. The Fl. Jukchana' (Yukon
River) is shown, albeit in limited form. The legend identifies:

Festung' (forts)
Volkane' (volcanoes);
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odinotschka (monasteries / missions)
Berge' (mountains);
Ansiedelung der Russen' (Russian settlements)
Russischen Kreolon' (mixed Russian-Native American settlements)
Eingebornen' (Native American settlements).

Rarity

This work is rare in commerce. Notably overlooked by Lada-Mocarski, in his otherwise comprehensive
bibliography of books on Alaska published before 1868.

Detailed Condition:
Quarto. Contemporary speckled orange boards, spine backstrip detached (but present, and laid in), boards
hanging by cords. Small early manuscript paper label to upper left corner of front board. Title page
slightly age-toned, with old circular stain in lower margin (printing unaffected). Internally a fresh, clean
copy. Very good. [2], 141 pages plus large folding map. Complete.


