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Description:

This untitled map of the United States by Rand McNally & Co., printed in Chicago in 1893, offers a
nuanced depiction of the nation, notably highlighting a divided Oklahoma and Indian Territory and
illustrating the extensive railroad networks of the era. It serves as an embodiment of a transformative
moment in American geography and the advancements of cartographic technologies at the end of the 19th
century.

The late 19th century marked a period of substantial change in the United States. The wounds of the Civil
War had begun to heal, and the nation was rapidly expanding westward. The division between Oklahoma
and the Indian Territory depicted in this map offers a reflection of policies that relegated Native American
tribes to specific regions before Oklahoma achieved statehood in 1907. The recognition of these territories
provides insight into the ever-evolving nature of American boundaries and the sociopolitical dynamics of
the time.

The plethora of railroads illustrated is a testament to the era's feverish railroad expansion. With the
completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad in 1869, the country embarked on a rail-building spree
that continued for decades, accelerating commerce, migration, and urbanization. In this map, the intricate
web of railroads mirrors the nation's industrial prowess and its relentless drive to connect the vast
expanse of its territories.

Lastly, the craftsmanship of Rand McNally & Co., a distinguished publisher in cartographic design, is
evident. Their dedication to accuracy and the intricate detailing on the map reflect the professional
standards of the day. This piece not only offers geographical insights but also serves as a window into the
United States during a period marked by growth, innovation, and profound change.
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