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Stock#: 93598
Map Maker: Sylvanus

Date: 1511
Place: Rome
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 15 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Sylvanus' map of the Balkans region is one of the earliest obtainable maps of the region and the earliest
printed in two colors. 

The map appeared in Bernardus Sylvanus's Claudii Ptholemaei Alexandrini liber Geographicae . . .,
published by Jacobus Pentius de Leucho in Venice in 1511. Sylvanus recognized that the geography shown
in prior works was out-dated, attempted to update the maps by inserting more modern information, often
from contemporary manuscript sources, which he super-imposed over the Ptolemaic material, creating an
unusual effect. An innovative feature is that the maps, which are printed from woodblocks, are printed in
two colours, red and black, with the principal names in red. In addition to the Ptolemaic set, Sylvanus also
included a modern map of the World, on a cordiform, or heart-shaped projection. Visible along the western
border are eastern South America, Cuba and Hispaniola, and the tip of Labrador or Newfoundland.

The net result of Sylvanus' innovations is one of the earliest variations for the presentation of
topographical details on a printed map.

Detailed Condition:
Restoration in lower corners.


