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Stock#: 93057
Map Maker: Anonymous

Date: 1720
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 13 x 17 inches

Price: $ 395.00

Description:

This 1720 engraving, part of the "Mirror of Folly" series, is a satire on the financial crisis in Paris that
year. At the center of the scene, a triumphal chariot is being pulled by two toads, symbolizing the greed
and corruption underlying the crisis. The chariot is driven by a female figure representing Deceit,
highlighting the fraudulent nature of the economic bubble.

In the front of the chariot, Bombario sits holding a bag filled with money and various papers, perhaps
signifying the rampant speculation and investment that contributed to the financial meltdown. Behind him
in the wagon, a figure of the Devil is blowing with bellows into the backside of Harlequin, who in turn
vomits shares onto the crowd surrounding the wagon. This grotesque imagery illustrates the chaos and
frenzy that surrounded the financial markets during this period.

The crowd surrounding the wagon is inscribed with different names of Dutch cities, indicating that the
effects of the crisis were widespread and impacted many areas. The chariot is headed towards a gate
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where the coats-of-arms of Amsterdam, Haarlem, and Leiden are hanging, suggesting that these cities
were particularly affected by the crisis.

The engraving includes a title, inscriptions, and an explanation in Dutch verse in four columns by
'Philadelphus', offering further context and commentary on the satirical scene depicted.

Detailed Condition:


