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(Manuscript Geological Map of the Eastern United States) United States Base Map

Stock#: 92360 gy
Map Maker: U.S. Geological Survey / Sargent \,ﬂ
Date: 1899
Place: Washington, D.C. (Annotations
in London)
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 28 x 17.5 inches
Price: $ 975.00
Description:

Interesting hand-annotated geological map of the eastern portion of the United States, drawn by an early
professor of geography at the London School of Economics.

Professor Sargent, who made the annotations, neatly splits the United States into east and west, coloring
in the eastern portion. While much of the stratigraphy is typical, what is particularly intriguing is his
heavy-handed black line, which shows the "Southern Limit of Drift." This focus on the extent to which
glaciation changed the American landscape is interesting, as this represents a cutting-edge of the
geological science which dominated at the end of the 19th century and doesn't often appear on maps.

The display of stratigraphy is particularly attractive. Units ranging in age from Archean to Pleistocene,
and the major structures of the east coast can be seen, including the craton in the northern Midwest and
the heavily bent patterns of the Appalachian.

Professor Sargent

The map bears various markings of provenance, including a pencil annotation on the verso reading
"Tracing's mainly Professor Sargent's work." In addition, below the map, a stamp reads "London School of
Economics, Geography Department, Map Room." Finally the bookseller's stamp appears in the lower right
(Edward Stanford's London address pasted over their Oxford address).

The link between Professor Sargent and the Geography Department at the London School of Economics
allows us to identify him as most likely Arthur Sargent, a professor in commerce particularly interested in
international trade. Geology would have been of particular interest at this period, when the ties between
geological exploration and the oil industry were just being discovered.
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LSE remained nascent when this map was published, having just been founded in 1895. It had been
founded by members of the Fabian Society and would join the University of London in 1900.

Detailed Condition:
Folding map laid on linen. Hand-colored annotations. Some pastedowns and a map room stamp.
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