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The Great Fire in Tooley Street from Nicholson's Wharf After Two Days and Two Nights

Drawer Ref: British Isles 1 Stock#: 91658
Page 1 of 1

Stock#: 91658
Map Maker: Anderson

Date: 1861 circa
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 19.25 x 12.5 inches

Price: $ 395.00

Description:

Lithograph showing the scene two days after the 1861 Tooley Street Fire at Cotton's Wharf after a
painting, now in the permanent collection of the Museum of London Docklands, by Captain J.W. Anderson.

The fire began in one of the many warehouses on Tooley Street, stocked with millions of pounds worth of
tallow, jute, hemp, and other dry goods. The old St. Olave's Church can be seen on the right, just west of
the conflagration.

The fire, which took two weeks to extinguish completely, became a spectacle, drawing an estimated
30,000 onlookers. Due to the enormous cost of the blaze, the insurance companies that funded the fire
service London Fire Engine Establishment successfully lobbied the government to create the publicly-
funded Metropolitan (later London) Fire Brigade.

Detailed Condition:
Hand-colored lithograph. 3" closed tear at left in bottom margin, entering image. 1.5" closed tear at right
in bottom margin, entering title.


