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Description:

"Apocrypha" Edition of Lewis & Clark

An important early source for Lewis and Clark, one of the so-called "Apocrypha" or early compilation
editions. The present work was issued under the name of William Fisher, but it is really a compilation
drawn from a variety of sources. The text originally appeared in Philadelphia and London in 1809, followed
by German editions of 1811 and 1812. Another Philadelphia edition, also issued in 1812, came out under a
slightly different title. The present Baltimore edition, printed by Anthony Miltenberger, was, like other
versions of the Apocrypha, intended to meet the American public's thirst for knowledge about the

West. Miltenberger was an enterprising printer and stationer with a shop at 10 North Howard Street in
Baltimore.

Due to a series of delays in the preparation of the official account of Lewis and Clark's travels and the
public's growing curiosity about the West, several publishers saw an opportunity and put out

their own unofficial publications. The most famous of these early publications was that based on the
journal of Patrick Gass, which appeared in book form at Pittsburgh in 1807. However, that publication may
only have only whetted the public's thirst for more information about the West. The subsequent
compilation editions, collectively known as the "Apocrypha" by historians and bibliographers of Lewis &
Clark, brought together information to meet a market need. The present volume, while presented as the
work of one William Fisher, is actually based on a variety of sources, including Patrick Gass, William
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Clark, Alexander Mackenzie, and Thomas Jefferson's Message of 1806.

Interestingly, the present volume opens with a one-paragraph recommendation by Thomas Jefferson,
perhaps intending to mislead the reader into believing the book had official government sanction. The
double-page frontispiece presents portraits of Captains Lewis and Clark: "Imagined works of an engraver,
the images nevertheless appeared to give a stamp of approval to the volume" - Stephen Dow Beckham.

Detailed Condition:

12mo. Contemporary marbled calf, red leather spine label reading "Lewis and Clark." Gilt-ruled spine.
Head of spine with gently repaired tear (no loss of leather). Edges worn and scuffed. Leaves toned with
scattered foxing. Front free flyleaf torn at upper margin, with minor paper loss. Erasure of imprint date
resulting in a small puncture (paper loss). 326 pages. Two portraits (included in pagination, bound in
before title-page). Page 26 misnumbered 23. Complete. With a charming early 20th century pictorial
bookplate with a view of a private library. Withal, quite solid and nearly a very good copy.
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