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Stock#: 91151
Map Maker: Anonymous

Date: 1780 circa
Place: n.p.
Color: Pen & Ink
Condition: VG
Size: 10 x 12.75 inches

Price: $ 675.00

Description:

Fascinating and evocative drawing depicting the eruption of Mount Vesuvius on August 8th, 1779.

The 1779 eruption, exactly 1700 years after the famous Pompeian eruption, the volcano erupted in one of
the most notable eruptions of the 18th century. This was the end of the 1770-1779 eruptive cycle which
had seen increased activity for nearly a decade. The 1779 eruption started with a large lava fountain and
proceeded through a series of events before raining coarse pyroclastics onto nearby Ottaviano. Ash
eruption continued through to October, and the mountain became dormant for four years.

The sketch shows a violent eruption, with pyroclastics and thunder raining out from the top of the
mountain. Nearby observers are shown fleeing the scene. The drawing was likely completed in the early-
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to-mid 19th century based on its stylistic tendencies.

Detailed Condition:
Pen and ink drawing, mounted on a larger sheet of blue paper at a later date, likely in a 19th-century
album.


