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Description:

Rare Map of the Departamento of Michoacan
Published in 1865 During Mexico's Second Empire, under Maximilian

A remarkable early compilation, this map of the departmento of Michoacan locates towns, main and
secondary roads, elevations, rivers, mountains and topographical features. A table in the right-hand corner
of the sheet notes the elevations (above sea level) for various places shown.

The present map reflects boundaries introduced in 1865, with the advent of Mexico's Second Empire, upon
the installation of Maximilian I of Habsburg as Emperor. Michoacan is here designated a "department"
rather than a state, reflecting a significant reduction in territory from when it was a state. Although
Michoacan was one of the original states of the Mexican federation, established in 1823, Mexican

territory was reorganized in 1865 into fifty "departamentos," thus the nomenclature of the present

map. The official description of the Departamento de Michoacan, is as follows:

Confina al Norte con los Departamentos de Querétaro y de Guanajuato, de los cuales estd separado
por el rio de Lerma. Al Este con el Departamento de Toluca, siendo la linea divisoria la que a éste se
le sefial6 hdcia el Occidente. Al Sur con el Departamento de Acapulco, divididos por el cauce del rio
Mexcala. Al Oeste con el Departamento de Tancitaro, marcando el limite entre ambos el rio Zacapti,
desde el lugar donde se une el rio de Lerma hasta su nacimiento; una linea recta que una éste con el
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rio de Uruapan, y en seguida la corriente del mismo rio de Uruapan hasta su reunion con el Mexcala.
Su capital, Morelia.

Narciso Barrera Bassols describes Romero's map in a scholarly study of early Michoacan cartography,
noting the detailed inclusion of minor roads, mountains, and hydrography.

José Guadalupe Romero (1814-1866) was a Guanajuato born lawyer, law professor, priest and member of
the Sociedad Mexicana de Geografia y Estadistica (Mexican Geographical & Statistical Society). He rose
to the title of Bishop of Leon and received the Knight's Cross of the Order of Guadalupe. His non-religious
publications included:

e Discurso pronunciado en la Sociedad de Geografia y Estadistica de la Republica Mexicana, sobre el
medio mds fdcil y sencillo de generalizar la buena educacion primaria en la Republica (1858)

» Dictamen sobre los inconvenientes de mudar los nombres geogrdficos de las poblaciones de la
Reptblica aprobados por la sociedad (1860)

e Noticia de las personas que han escrito o publicado algunas obras sobre idiomas que se hablan en la
Republica (1860)

 Noticia de los terremotos que se han sentido en la Republica Mexicana, desde la Conquista hasta
nuestros dias (1860)

 Noticias para formar la historia y la estadistica del Obispado de Michoacdn presentadas a la
Sociedad Mexicana de Geografia y Estadistica (1860)

 Proyecto de ley relativo a la conservacion de monumentos arqueoldgicos (1862)

 Reseria de los trabajos cientificos de la Sociedad de Geografia y Estadistica en el afio de 1862, leida
en la primera sesion del mes de enero de 1862 (1863)

Rarity

The map is very rare. OCLC locates only 3 examples (Bancroft Library, Bibliotheque National de France,
and Princeton)

Detailed Condition:

Soiled along several folds, with a tannish area affecting a panel of the sheet outside of Michoacan (in part
of the neighboring state of Guanajuato). Some pencil notes in Spanish in the right-hand margin, in a neat
early hand. Some early ink emendations noting routes between several villages north of Morelia, just west
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of Lake Cuitzeo.
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