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Tri-Aspen | Ski Country USA

Stock#: 88011 o
Ma.p Maker: Shelton ASPEN MTHN. ASPEN HIGHLANDS BUTTERMILK
Date: 1968 circa
Place: n.p.
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 28.5 x 21.5 inches
Price: SOLD
ski
country
UsaA
Description:

Fantastic Hal Shelton view of the Aspen ski area in Colorado as it was in the 1960s.

The view shows the town of Aspen in the lower left, with the three ski areas immediately adjacent to the
village, Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands, and Buttermilk shown. Further in the distances, the high peaks
of the Aspen area can be identified, including Castle Peak, Pyramid Pak, and Hayden Peak.

The view was executed by the noted ski artist Hal Shelton (Lippus, 2015):

“The first notable ski map artist in North America was a California native named Hal Shelton,
born in 1916. During his early career Shelton worked as a cartographer for the U.S. Geological
Survey, and is known for his innovative ideas regarding natural color maps and contour
shading (Patterson & Kelso 2004). By the early 1960s Shelton was an established cartographer
living in Colorado at the epicenter of the ski resort construction frenzy. Shelton’s professional
training in cartography, user-friendly mapping techniques, and ideal location in Colorado
provided him with the perfect credentials to create impressive maps for the new resorts....
Shelton hand-painted panoramas for several world-class resorts including Bear Valley, Alta,
and Mammoth.... His paintings are characterized by a realistic color palette, thick
brushstrokes for background features, and individually painted trees in the foreground....
Shelton’s work was well-received, and he dominated the ski mapping industry in the western
United States for much of the 1960s and 70s.” (Lippus, pp. 50-51)
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