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Stock#: 85837
Map Maker: Austen

Date: 1813
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 4.25 x 7 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

First edition

London: T. Egerton, 1813. Volume I printed by C. Roworth, Volumes II and III printed by G. Sidney.

The most popular of Jane Austen's novels, Pride and Prejudice, began as First impressions, possibly an
epistolary novel, which Jane Austen completed in 1797 and was subsequently rejected by publisher Cadell.
The work underwent major revisions in the following years; a novel by Margaret Holford entitled First
impressions , published by the Minerva Press in 1800, likely precipitated the title change (Gilson). After the
first edition of Sense and Sensibilty had nearly sold out, Pride and Prejudice was published in 1813 by
Thomas Egerton, to whom Austen had sold the copyright for £110, in an estimated run of 1,500. It sold
fast, going into a second edition the same year and a third in 1817 (or later) (Keynes).  It was favorably
reviewed by the British Critic and the Critical Review, the former stating in 1813, "It is very far superior to
almost all the publications of the kind which have lately come before us." Sir Walter Scott, who had
previously praised Emma in 1816 of the Quarterly Review, wrote in a 14 March 1826 journal
entry, "Also read again for the third time at least Miss Austen's very finely written novel of Pride and
Prejudice. That young lady had a talent for describing the involvements and feelings and characters of
ordinary life which is to me the most wonderful I ever met with... What a pity such a gifted creature died
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so early!" The story has remained popular as ever through the twentieth and twenty-first centuries,
spawning two Academy Award-winning film adaptations and a BAFTA-winning miniseries.

Detailed Condition:
Three duodecimo volumes. Each in half green morocco over drab brown boards (recased). Spine in seven
compartments separated by gilt rule, gilt lettering in second and fourth compartments. Green silk ribbon
bookmarks in each volume. Bookplates of Charles Cockerell, Gerald Ponsonby, Albert Henry Wiggin, and
Lynde Selden to front pastedown and endpapers (with offsetting to pastedown, endpapers, and title
pages). Tear in front free endpaper of Volume 2 next to hinge. Lacking half-titles (as usual, per Keynes).
Printed on wove paper with watermarks "1812" and "1808". Minor offsetting. [2], [1]-307, [308, blank];
[2], [1], [1]-239, [240, blank]; [2], [1]-323, [324, blank] [A1], B-N12, O8, P2; [A1], B-L12 (5s missigned as
3s except in E); [A1], B-O12 (5s missigned as 3s), P6. Housed in quarter green morocco case.


