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Description:

Ohio Before The Toledo War -- A Virtually Unknown Wall Map of Ohio

Rare separately published map of Ohio, shown here on the eve of the Toledo War, which would reshape
the northern boundary between Ohio and Michigan Territory.

This is one of the earliest printed wall maps of Ohio, preceded only by slightly smaller 1815 Hough &
Bourne map entitled to A Map of the State of Ohio from Actual Survey, published by John Melish.

The map exhibits significant advancements from the Hough & Bourne, relying upon the work of John
Kilbourne, whose smaller 1822 map of Ohio is generally considered the most important map of Ohio in
the 1820s. In fact, Chapin credits Kilbourne with the following note:

The Publishers of this Map are much indebted to M. John Kilbourne, of Columbus for much
valuable information, and for the use of his excellent Gazetteer of the State, to ?? in
defining the proper courses or the Streams, Roads, Canals, & the position of the Villages &

Townships.
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significant improvement in the naming and depiction of the numerous areas reserved for Native
Americans, as well as the addition of numerous towns, especially in the western part of the state. The
addition of the National Road, Ohio & Erie Canal and branches, along with several proposed canals is also
noteworthy. A number of counties are also now subdivided into townships, most notably in the
southwest.

The advancement is well illustrated by looking at the town of Springfield, in Clark County, which has gone
from a simple crossroads to a hub that includes that National Road and a total of 10 roads radiating
outward in all directions. The cartographic detail around Sandusky Bay and islands to the north is also
significantly revised and improved.

Toledo War

The map shows Ohio as it existed immediately before the Toledo War, a bloodless boundary dispute
between the state of Ohio and the Michigan Territory, which took place from 1835 to 1836. The conflict
arose over the Toledo Strip, a narrow 468-square-mile region located at the western end of Lake Erie, rich
in transportation potential and economic promise due to its strategic position.

The origins of the dispute date back to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, which established the initial
boundaries for Ohio and the Michigan Territory. Conflicting surveys, such as those conducted by William
Harris for Ohio in 1817 and John A. Fulton for Michigan in 1827, led to overlapping territorial claims. As
Michigan Territory progressed toward statehood, the issue of the Toledo Strip became more pressing.

Tensions escalated in early 1835 when Ohio Governor Robert Lucas and Michigan Territorial Governor
Stevens T. Mason each mobilized militias to assert control over the area. The situation intensified on April
26, 1835, with the "Battle of Phillips Corner," a skirmish where Michigan militiamen confronted Ohio
surveyors, leading to minor injuries but no fatalities. In response, Michigan enacted the Pains and
Penalties Act, criminalizing Ohioan authority in the disputed region.

President Andrew Jackson, seeking to maintain peace and order, appointed Benjamin Chew Howard of
Maryland to head a commission to resolve the conflict. Despite efforts at mediation, the dispute continued
until June 15, 1836, when Congress intervened by passing a compromise. Ohio was awarded the Toledo
Strip, and Michigan was compensated with the western Upper Peninsula, a region rich in timber, copper,
and iron ore.

This resolution significantly impacted Michigan's path to statehood, which it achieved on January 26,
1837, as the 26th state of the Union. Key figures in this conflict included Ohio's Governor Robert Lucas,
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Michigan's "Boy Governor" Stevens T. Mason, and U.S. President Andrew Jackson. The final boundary
established by this compromise not only defined the geographic limits but also influenced the economic
development of both Ohio and Michigan. The Upper Peninsula's abundant natural resources contributed to
Michigan's prosperity and industrial growth in the subsequent decades.

Rarity

The present map is virtually unknown to bibliographers, although Karrow identifies the map in Volume 2,
page 314 of Checklist of Printed Maps of the Middle West to 1900. The example identified by Karrow
appears to be from the Ohio History Connection (formerly the Ohio Historical Society).

Other than the example noted by Karrow, we were unable to locate another example.
Detailed Condition:

Moderately soiled, with several margin tears at the bottom and some paper mottling. Cleaned and re-
backed with new linen and silk edging.
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