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Port of Surat

Stock#: 80897

Map Maker: Luffman PO Dot ol S TR
Date: 1800

Place: London

Color: Hand Colored =

Condition: VG+ :

Size: 6.5 x 5.5 inches

Price: $ 165.00

Description:

Fine original antique map of Surat, in the Indian state of Gujarat, published by John Luffman in 1800 for
his Select Plans.

The map is attractively engraved and delicately colored, focusing on the town of Surat, showing the then-
small city bounded by its two sets of walls. Nearby detail names smaller towns, many of which have now
been agglomerated into the city. Soundings are shown in the Tapi River and in offshore shoals.

Surat was fully incorporated into the British East India Company only in the year that this map was
published. It had been contested between the British and the Dutch, but British ascendancy in India
corresponded to the end of the Dutch period in 1800. However, on the map, a Dutch Garden is named,
reminiscent of this slightly earlier time.

Luffman's Select Plans is an uncommon traveler's guide that served to educate the intrepid traveler
regarding any part of the world, from the major cities of Europe to the wild coasts of the Spice Islands.
Each of Luffman's maps contained detailed coastal descriptions showing the major landmarks and cities,
as well as basic but necessary navigational information. A number of the plates are critical for their
representations of sites of battles during the French Revolutionary Wars. This plate appeared in the
second of Luffman's two volumes.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color.
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