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Stock#: 79365
Map Maker: Cellarius

Date: 1661
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 20.5 x 16.5 inches

Price: $ 1,600.00

Description:

Decorative example of Andreas Cellarius's map of the Eastern Hemisphere, illustrated with climatic zones
ranging from Frigida Borealis to Torrida, with planetary details superimposed.

The plate is focused on a map of the Old World, which shows a hint of Australi ("Nova Hollandia") and a
transpacific island ("Eso"). The Nile is sourced from two large central African Rivers, one of which also
feeds the Congo.

The climactic zones are those conjured by the scholars of classical antiquity, but Cellarius here gives them
solar precision. In the Frigida Borealis, during the equinox, an object will be circled by its shadow. In the
Zona Temperata, shadows always point due north or south at noon. In the Zona Torrida, the direction of
the shadow depends on the time of year. Inset diagrams show this in the lower left and right in a
simplified format. The inset in the lower right introduces a couple of new terms: antipodeans, those who
live diametrically opposite on the globe, periocians, those who live at the same latitude but on opposite
meridians, and antoecians, those who live on the same longitude but the inverse latitude.

The elaborate border includes fine scrollwork, numerous putti, and additional diagrams showing armillary
spheres and climatic zones. The length of the longest and shortest days of the year are annotated.

Cellarius's charts are the most sought-after of celestial charts, blending the striking imagery of the golden
age of Dutch Cartography with contemporary scientific knowledge.
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Detailed Condition:
Minor expert reinforcement of paper in the right margin.


