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[Elmina Castle, Ghana] Castrum Mina
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Stock#: 74383
Map Maker: Blaeu / Marcgraf

Date: 1647
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 20.5 x 16 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Important Slave Trade Post

Rare early Dutch map of a portion the area around Elmina Castle, published by Johannes Blaeu in 1647.

Elmina Castle was erected by the Portuguese in 1482 as Castelo de São Jorge da Mina (St. George of the
Mine Castle), also known as Castelo da Mina or simply Mina, in present-day Elmina, Ghana (formerly the
Gold Coast).

The castle was the first trading post built on the Gulf of Guinea, and the oldest European building in
existence south of the Sahara. First established as a trade settlement, the castle later became one of the
most important stops on the route of the Atlantic slave trade. The Dutch seized the fort from the
Portuguese in 1637 and took over all of the Portuguese Gold Coast in 1642. The slave trade continued
under the Dutch until 1814. In 1872, the Dutch Gold Coast, including the fort, became a possession of
Great Britain. 

Detailed Condition:


