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Stock#: 70111
Map Maker: Arrowsmith

Date: 1803
Place: London
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 76 x 48 inches If Joined

Price: SOLD

Description:

A Seminal Map of Florida, The Caribbean and Texas!

First edition of Arrowsmith's map of Mexico & the West Indies, and the only edition to extend to the
Pacific, thereby showing modern Texas and parts of New Mexico and Arizona.

The map is dedicated to Admiral John Willett Payne (1752-1803), "A distinguished Native of the West
Indies, Vice Admiral of the Coasts of Devonshire & Corwnwall, Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital,
Comptroller General." 

The treatment of Texas, Mexico and Central America is the best and most accurate to date. Preceding the
maps of Humboldt & Pike, the map is noteworthy in its accurate depiction of the regions addressed by
each of these explorers in the following decade.

Alexander von Humboldt spends the better part of 4 pages criticizing the map's accuracy.  Rumsey notes
that however that it is ironic that Humboldt would criticize Arrowsmith's use of Humboldt's map of Mexico
in Arrowsmith's later maps of Mexico, when Arrowsmith created such a detailed and accurate map of the
region in the 1803 edition, prior to Humboldt's map. Rumsey further notes that while Arrowsmith's map of
Mexico issued in 1810 is a more accurate and detailed treatment of the region, the 1803 map is impressive
in its accuracy and detail.

Streeter notes that the coast line follows generally the Carta Esferica of 1799, but with the longitude of
Sabine Pass nearly correct, unlike the Carta Esferica.  



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Chart of the West Indies And Spanish Dominions in North America. By A. Arrowsmith.
1803.

Drawer Ref: Texas 2 Stock#: 70111
Page 2 of 2

The map was reduced in subsequent editions, following the issuance of Arrowsmith's case map of Mexico
in 1810.  

Detailed Condition:
4 sheets, unjoined, as issued.


