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Stock#: 69144
Map Maker: Desilver

Date: 1855
Place: Philadelphia
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 14.5 x 18 inches Book Size

Price: SOLD

Description:

A handsome example of the 1855 Samuel August Mitchell New Universal Atlas, an important edition from
one of the quintessential American atlas series of the 19th century.

Despite being an atlas of the world, most of the atlas is concerned with the United States. The atlas
includes important early maps of Texas, and the American West, as well as many beautiful maps of
individual states.

This is a late issue of the 1855 edition of the Mitchell New Universal Atlas; the Minnesota map includes
Pierce, Davis, and Renville Counties, created from Pierce County in the previous iteration; furthermore,
Arkansas has the table of population at the top, not the steamboat routes as previously.

In 1845, Mitchell had acquired the rights to Tanner's New Universal Atlas (which had first been published
in 1836). Mitchell published the atlas until the 1850s, when he sold the copyright to Cowperthwait & Co.
Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co. published the atlas until the mid-1850s when it was again sold to Charles
Desilver. 
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Detailed Condition:
Folio. ½ red morocco over marbled paper boards (expertly rebacked and recornered to style), front cover
with onlaid red morocco title piece lettered in gilt: "Mitchell's Universal Atlas". Chromolithographed title
and index, hand-coloured frontispiece of the heights of the principal mountains and lengths of the
principal rivers, 71 hand-colored lithographed maps and charts (3 double-page with each leave counted)
and 1 city plan of Washington, D.C. (Complete, internally Very Good+)


