
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

America Septentrional

Drawer Ref: United States 2 Stock#: 67088
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 67088
Map Maker: Alabern y Molas

Date: 1830
Place: Barcelona
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 17 x 14 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare Map of North America Published in Barcelona

Scarce, detailed Catalan map of North America, published in Barcelona.

The map shows the continent covered in mountains ranges and riverine systems. The names of indigenous
groups are included, especially in the West. Political divisions are shown with outline color: the United
States in green, Britain in red, Latin America in yellow, and France and Russia in blue. Interestingly for
the date of publication, the map does not recognize the independence movements of Latin America and
Haiti.

The map especially emphasizes Russian America in Alaska and includes the newly created, yet unlabeled
Oregon Territory. However, flanking this extension of the United States to the Pacific are British
possessions, including a curious portrayal of the British-American boundary and a British enclave on the
coast of California.

Alabern y Mola's treatment of the Northwest Passage is decisive, if quite fanciful. It shows a straight run
across the top of the Canadian Arctic regions, with Greenland extending in an arc across the Arctic region
to Kiteguenlandia, a place name for which we can find no other references. Kiteguenlandia is only
narrowly separated from northern Alaska, creating an enclosed Polar Sea (Mar Polar) for the Northwest
Passage.

The Mississippi River is colored in red. The Upper Missouri River and its tributaries are largely based
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upon Lewis & Clark. Farther north is a more speculative geography, with dotted lines showing possible
islands. Several late eighteenth-century expeditions are marked, including those of Hearn and Mackenzie.

Detailed Condition:


