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Stock#: 60846
Map Maker: Gentleman's Magazine

Date: 1763
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 10 x 7.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Antique Map of British East Florida and West Florida

Scarce early map of East & West Florida, shortly after the end of the French & Indian War.

The map is one of the very best examples of Florida depicted as an Archipelago, in a time period prior to
the British Survey of Florida in the 1770s, under the direction of Gerard De Brahm, the first systematic
survey of the region.

Includes an inset map, "Plan of the Harbour and Settlement of Pensacola".

Following the conclusion of the French & Indian War and Seven Years War, the English acquired Florida,
as part of a reordering of possessions by the colonial powers.

In 1763, Spain traded Florida to the Kingdom of Great Britain for control of Havana, Cuba, which had
been captured by the British during the Seven Years' War. Almost the entire Spanish population left
Florida, taking along most of the remaining indigenous population to Cuba.

The British divided the territory into East Florida and West Florida. The British soon constructed the
King's Road connecting St. Augustine to Georgia. The road crossed the St. Johns River at a narrow point,
which the Seminole called Wacca Pilatka and the British named "Cow Ford", both names ostensibly
reflecting the fact that cattle were brought across the river there.
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The British government gave land grants to officers and soldiers who had fought in the French and Indian
War in order to encourage settlement. In order to induce settlers to move to the two new colonies, reports
of the natural wealth of Florida were published in England. A large number of British colonists who were
"energetic and of good character" moved to Florida, mostly coming from South Carolina, Georgia and
England, though there was also a group of settlers who came from the colony of Bermuda.

In 1767, the British moved the northern boundary of West Florida to a line extending from the mouth of
the Yazoo River, east to the Chattahoochee River, consisting of approximately the lower third of the
present states of Mississippi and Alabama. During this time, Creek Indians migrated into Florida and
formed the Seminole tribe.

The two Floridas remained loyal to Great Britain throughout the American Revolutionary War. However,
Spain (participating indirectly in the war as an ally of France) captured Pensacola from the British in
1781. In 1783, the Treaty of Paris ended the Revolutionary War and returned all of Florida to Spanish
control, but without specifying the boundaries. The Spanish wanted the expanded boundary, while the new
United States demanded the old boundary at the 31st parallel north. In the Treaty of San Lorenzo of 1795,
Spain recognized the 31st parallel as the boundary.

Detailed Condition:


