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Description:

The Final Edition of Aaron Arrowsmith's Map of North America

Fine example of Aaron Arrowsmith's map of North America, one of the seminal maps for the early history
of the Transmississippi West.

The present example of Arrowsmith's map is the 1824 edition ....
XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXKXKXXXXKKX
XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXKKKX

The 1802 Edition of Arrowsmith's Map

Arrowsmith's 1802 map incorporated several monumental changes not present in the four 1795 editions of
the map. For Lewis & Clark, the most notable are those added to the Upper Missouri River regions. The
1802 Arrowsmith was the first to show the Upper Missouri joined with the Mississippi River in its correct
location. The ruins of Fort Orleans, built by the French fur trapper and explorer Bourgmont in the early
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1700s is shown on the Lower Missouri. The course of the Missouri River, below the Kansas River to the
Mississippi, is significantly improved, although above the Kansas River and the Mandan Villages, the
Arrowsmith map references "the most Northern Bend of the Missesouri Rios" (an area derived from David
Thompson's manuscript map of 1798), but still lacks the information recently obtained by the Spanish / St.
Louis fur traders in the preceding decade.

Above and west of the Mandan Villages, the map incorporates for the first time the reports of Peter Fidler
for the Hudson's Bay Company, by including a series of possible river courses to the west, leading to (and
prospectively through) the Rocky Mountains. It was this section of the map that provided the best
depiction of the prospect of a water route or portage through the Rocky Mountains and to the Pacific. It
was this information, along with reports from local Indians encountered on the expedition, which Lewis &
Clark relied in choosing their path to the Rocky Mountains.

On the far side of the Rocky Mountains, a section of river called the Great Lake River includes a
speculative water course which flowed to the River Oregan (Columbia River), included a note stating that
"the Indians say they sleep 8 Nights in descending this River to the Sea." This note was one more factor
which led to the exploration of this route as a means of a locating navigable route by water to the Pacific
Ocean.

The additions and corrections present in the fifth and sixth states of the map, coming from Peter Fidler
and the Hudson Bay Company, were the result of Fidler's extensive contacts with the indigenous tribes on
the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains and contributed greatly to the geographical knowledge of the
region prior to the return of Lewis & Clark in 1806. The information was transmitted through the
Hudson's Bay Company channels back to England and very quickly delivered to Arrowsmith, who was then
the primary mapmaker for the HBC.

For a complete discussion of the map, see Warren Heckrotte, "Aaron Arrowsmith's Map of North America
and the Lewis and Clark Expedition" in The Map Collector No. 39, Summer 1987.

Lewis & Clark

Both the 1795 and 1802 editions of Arrowsmith's map were used by Nicholas King in his preparation of
the primary manuscript map used on the Lewis and Clark Expedition. However, only the 1802 Arrowsmith
map (state 5) was carried on the expedition by Lewis & Clark.
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As noted by Warren Heckrotte:

On the third of June, 1804, the Lewis and Clark expeditionary party ascending the Missouri
River came unexpectedly to "the junction of two large rivers." The information the two
captains had obtained from the Minnatree Indians at the expedition's winter camp, Fort
Mandan, near the Great Bend of the Missouri had not indicated the presence of a branch of
the river at this location. The decision as to which branch was the Missouri was a critical one:
the wrong choice "might defeat the expedition altogether." For the next week the captains
reconnoitered the two branches. By June 10 they had decided the south branch was the
Missouri. Lewis set out ahead of Clark to search for the critical text -- the Great Falls of the
Missouri. On June 13 he found them . . .

DeVoto calls the reasoning of the two captains at this juncture a remarkably act of the mind
that should occupy a distinguished place in the history of thought.

In their considerations the captains brought to bear the great map of North America by Aaron
Arrowsmith. . . .

In making this critical decision, Arrowsmith's map was the focal point. As noted by Heckrotte:

On June 8 the journal of the expedition summarized their assessment of the relevant portions
of Arrowsmith's map. Lewis believes from the map that [Peter] Fidler had descended along the
eastern side of the Rocky Mountains to the "remarkable mountain" called the "Tooth" at
latitude 462 north and that Fidler had not seen the Missouri on the journey, "only small
streams coming down from the mountains." The captains reasoned that Fidler could not have
come so far south without meeting the great river and concluded that Fidler and the map were
in major error in this region.

The 1814 Edition
A second edition of the map was issued in 1802, adopting additional information from Peter Fidler.

Thereafter, the next edition of the map was issued in 1811. As noted by Rumsey:

This issue is the seventh (Heckrotte) and makes changes to the Canadian waterways, when
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compared to the 1802 editions. The American West has been largely unchanged since the first
issue of 1795. In the next issue (1814) there are massive changes in the American
West.

Beginning with the 1814, edition, Arrowsmith makes a massive leap forward, introducing the
breakthrough cartographic content derived from Lewis & Clark, Alexander Humboldt, Pike and others.
What had previously been a little known a largely blank canvas west of the Mississippi River is radically
transformed, with extensive hydrographic details, mountains, Indian Settlements and far better
understanding of the Rocky Mountains and various other primary Mountains ranges of the mid-continent.

It may fairly be stated that prior to John Melish's map of 1816, which would not appear for another 2
years, Arrowsmith's 1814 map, more than any other, offered the first glimpses of the full extent of
America's "Manifest Destiny," a term still not yet born, but very much a part of the Jeffersonian and later
Jacksonian visions for America.

Editions of the Map

Arrowsmith's map was published in a number of editions between 1795 and 1824, with the later editions
by his son John Arrowsmith in 1833 and 1839.

The present state is the only edition issued between 1811 and 1817 and bears note below the title that it
includes "Additions to June 1814."

Rarity

Detailed Condition:
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