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Stock#: 55140
Map Maker: Melish

Date: 1817
Place: Philadelphia
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 18 x 14 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

A Geological Map of the United State By The Father of American Geology

Observations on the Geology of the United States of America; with some Remarks on the Effect
Produced on the Nature and Fertility of Soils, by the Decomposition of the different Classes of
Rocks; and an Application to the Fertility of every State In The Union, In Refernce To The
Accompanying Geological Map . . .   One map (first issue, not showing Arkansas Territory), and
colored plate of sections,.  modern half morocco, 8vo, s (pp. 127 + 2), Essay on the formation of rocks (pp.
53), Geology of the West Indies (pp. 17).   Printed for the Author by Abraham Small, No. 112, Chesnut
Street, and sold by him and J. Melish.   1817

The Melish-Maclure map of the United States was one of the first geological map of the United States
published in America.  The map is still bound to the front of the volume and includes an additional folding
plate showing five elevation profiles originating in the Appalachian Mountains.

This scarce map of the United States, was issued in William Maclure's report, Observations on the Geology
of the United States. Maclure, known as the "father of American geology," published the first widely
available geologic map of the United States in 1809. And while this is the third issue of the map (1809 in
Philadelphia and 1811 in Paris), it is "generally considered as the starting point for the geology of North
America" (Marcou & Marcou).

The map is color-coded to indicate the location of Primitive Rocks, Transition Rocks, Secondary Rocks,
Alluvial Rocks, and Old Red Sand Stone, based on the Wernerian classification system. Also keyed to the
legend is a "line to the westward of which has been found the greatest part of the Salt & Gypsum." The
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map is filled with information on Indian tribes, forts, roads and early settlements. Illinois Territory is
located well away from Lake Michigan and bounded on the north by the large North West Territory.
Chicago is correctly located, but is on the border between Indiana and North West Territory. Of particular
interest are distance notations along several major roads in miles. A legend locates canals, boundary lines
and roads. 

The map is one of the earliest maps to show the newly formed Alabama Territory and identifies a massive
Missouri Territory, west of the Mississippi River. Indiana is directly below Lake Michigan, with Illinois
Territory pushed far to the West off Lake Michigan and Chicago shown in Indiana.

Maclure (d. 1840) was a very important early American scientist and geologist. He was the founder and
President of the Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia, and was also the President for some years
of the American Geological Society. His Obsevations. . . is considered the first connected account
originally written in English on the geology of the U.S. Maclure became a member of Robert Owen's
socialistic community in New Harmony (founded in 1826), became a large land owner in this area, and
later started his own splinter group called "Macluria." 

Detailed Condition:
The map is lightly toned with a few manuscript pencil marks in the image and several small fold
separations that have been closed on verso with archival material. The text and additional plate at back is
very good with light scattered foxing. Covers are moderately worn and stained. The inside front cover
contains an old library bookplate.


