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South Mountain showing the positions of the forces of the United States and the enemy
during the battle fought by the Army of the Potomac under the command of Major
General G. B. McClellan, Sept. 14th 1862
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Map Maker: United States Bureau of &
Topographical Engineers ; - b

Date: 1872

Place: n.p. 5

Color: Uncolored '

Condition: VG-

Size: 20 x 31.5 inches s

Price: SOLD i

Description:

Large, detailed lithographed map of the Battle of South Mountain, a somewhat mixed Union Victory, which
set the stage for the Battle of Antietam three days later.

The Civil War Trust says of the Battle of South Mountain:

After his success at Second Manassas, Gen. Robert E. Lee led the Army of Northern Virginia north
across the Potomac River on an invasion of Maryland in September of 1862. Lee divided his army,
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sending a portion of it into western Maryland while Lieut. Gen. Stonewall Jackson's wing attempted
to capture the Federal garrison at Harper's Ferry. The bold plan was jeopardized on September 13th
when a mislaid copy of Lee's orders revealing the Confederates' plans was given to Union
commander Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan. The next day, emboldened by this intelligence,
McClellan moved his six army corps into the three passes on South Mountain in order to destroy the
Confederate defenders there and divide Lee's army. Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker at Turner's Gap, Maj.
Gen. Jesse Reno at Fox's Gap, and Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin at Crampton's Gap all gained
success with their forces against Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill and other elements of Lieut. Gen. James
Longstreet's wing of Lee's army. Finally defeated in battle by McClellan, Lee withdrew Longstreet's
men to the west. Though the Federals ultimately gained control of all three passes, stubborn
resistance on the part of the Southerners bought Lee precious time to begin the process of reuniting
his army, and set the stage for the Battle of Antietam three days later.

Detailed Condition:
Minor toning at the central horizontal fold, with small repair of separation on verso.
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