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Stock#: 52619
Map Maker: Farmer

Date: 1858
Place: Detroit
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 38 x 21 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

One of the Earliest American Maps of Lake Superior, Prepared for the Mining Boom That First
Drew U.S. Interest to the Lake.

Superb lithographed map of Lake Superior by Michigan's best mapmaker, John Farmer. No example of
this map has been offered on the market since the Streeter Sale in 1969.

The map includes information from the Government Survey of the Lake Superior Land District, which was
approved in 1847 and greatly expanded the geographic knowledge of the region.

US Survey of the Lake Superior Land District

N. King Huber, The Geologic Story of Isle Royale National Park:

In 1847 the U.S. Congress authorized a survey of the vast Lake Superior Land District to
determine its mineral potential, and the result of this survey was the first series of
comprehensive reports on the geology of the region. Charles T. Jackson's report of 1849
contains the first map of Isle Royale to show in a very general way the different rock types
present on the island. Two following reports, both by John W. Foster and Josiah D. Whitney in
1850 and 1851, include an improved geologic map of Isle Royale and a wealth of information
on the early mining activities on the island.

19th Century Mapping of Lake Superior
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The modern surveying of Lake Superior began in the first half of the 19th century and produced the
following cornerstone maps:

1828. Lt. Henry Wolsey Bayfield. Survey of Lake Superior.

1847. T. W. Bristol. Chart of Lake Superior, Reduced from the British Admiralty Surveys, with corrections
on the South Shore, from the U.S. Surveys. By T.W. Bristol 1847

1847. John Farmer. A Geological Map of the Mineral Region From the Official Plats of the United States
Surveys and Chart of Lake Superior . . .

1849. Clarence T. Jackson. Geological and mineralogical reports: U.S. 31st Cong., 1st sess., House Ex.
Doc. 5

1849. John Farmer. Map of the States of Michigan and Wisconsin embracing a great part of Iowa and
Illinois and the whole Mineral Region with a Chart of the Lakes.

This is an update of Farmer's 1847 map of Lake Superior, first issued in only the western
sheet, with the eastern sheet added perhaps in 1849. Despite the title's allusion to "a great
part of Iowa and Illinois", the map shows nothing of either state. It seems possible that the
map was originally intended as a three-sheet production; Farmer maps are known joining the
partial 1847 Lake Superior with the map of Michigan. To our knowledge no two- or three-sheet
examples exist.

Insets

The map includes the three insets:

Map of a portion of Wisconsin and a Part of Minnesota
Map of Beaver Islands from actual survey
Plat of Isle Royale as laid out into sections from actual survey by the US

Editions and Rarity

The map was first published under a different title in 1847 and revised, '49, '52, '55, '56, '57, and '58 (the
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present example). The first edition did not include the inset maps but was important in its own right as one
of the first two American maps of Lake Superior.

Although the map was published in numerous editions, it is extremely rare today, with no examples having
appeared at auction or in dealer catalogs since the Streeter Sale (1969, $100)

John Farmer

John Farmer (1798-1859) was a surveyor and mapmaker based in Detroit, Michigan. To this day he
remains the most important mapmaker in Michigan's history. Michigan State provides an in-depth timeline
of Farmer's life here .

Detailed Condition:
Housed in original cloth folder gilt-lettered "Sectional Map of Lake Superior and the Mining Regions by
Silas Farmer & Co."

https://www.lib.msu.edu/branches/map/Farmer-bio/
https://www.lib.msu.edu/branches/map/Farmer-bio/

