
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

La Chine Royaume . . . 1656

Drawer Ref: China 3 Stock#: 50420
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 50420
Map Maker: Sanson

Date: 1656
Place: Paris
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 21 x 16 inches

Price: $ 1,400.00

Description:

Important Early Map of China, Based Upon Jesuit Sources.

Sanson's scarce map of China and Korea. This is one of the earliest maps to incorporate the geographical
information brought back to Europe by the Jesuit Missionary Martino Martini, who is widely regarded as
the father of Chinese geographical science. The map first appeared in the 1658 edition of Sanson's Cartes
Generales de Toutes les Parties du Monde.

Martini was the first to study the history and geography of China with rigorous scientific objectivity. The
extend of his knowledge of the Chinese culture, the accuracy of his investigations, the depth of his
understanding of things Chinese are examples for modern sinologists. Ferdinand von Richthofen calls
Martini "the leading geographer of the Chinese mission, one who was unexcelled and hardly equaled,
during the XVIII century…There was no other missionary, either before or after, who made such diligent
use of his time in acquiring information about the country".

Sanson also credits the 16th-century Jesuit missionaries Matteo Ricci and Michele Ruggieri in the text
section of the cartouche.

The map extends to include the northern tip of the Philippines and a curiously curved Korean peninsula.
Korea was usually shown as an island until the middle of the 17th century, so Sanson's depiction is a
significant cartographic improvement. The Great Wall forms the northern boundary of China and the map
is filled with rivers, mountains, and villages.
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A detailed explanation panel in the bottom right is surmounted by Pheme, the personification of fame and
renown.  The text translates as follows:

This Map is but a summary of another very beautiful, very large, and very particular one;
which is in the Cabinet of H.R.H. the Duke of Orleans: where Matheo Neroni, its Author,
assures that it was drawn in Rome in 1590, and drawn from four different books, printed in
China; and of which Father Michel Ruggieri, a Jesuit, gave the explanation to this Neroni. I
was not able to include in this summary the cities of the first and second rank; not having had
enough space for everything else. That this summary being engraved I had the China of Father
Martinius, and saw something of that which Father Bouyn wants to publish, and which he
believes to be the best of all. The China of Father Martinius is in sixteen different maps, for as
many provinces; but which are not more extensive, sometimes less than that of Neroni: and
when I wanted to compare these Maps with each other, I found a very great difference, both in
the names and in the numbers of the Fu, which are the largest cities, and the Ceu which are
the second; even more in everything else either for the plan of the Map or for the position of
the places. This makes me believe that these Maps are drawn from various Authors of the
Country [China], and that it will be difficult to judge the best. We will say something when we
have the opportunity.

Detailed Condition:
Original outline hand-color. Minor centerfold toning.


