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Berna | Bern Die Hauptstatt in Nuchtland : ward erbawen durch Berchtoldum den V.
Hertzogen zu Zaringen Ao. 1191 und Befreyet von den Keyseren Henrico dem VI. und
Friderico dem II. Kam in den Eydgenossichen Bundt Anno 1353
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Date: 1645 ' |
Place: Frankfurt

Color: Uncolored

Condition: VG+

Size: 8.5 x 13.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine early view of Bern, Switerlands, on the Aare River, engraved by Joseph Plep for Matthaus Merian the
elder.

The map shows a detailed treatment of the city, its main bridge and fortified walls at the west end of the
town.

Decorative cartouche shows the coat of arms of the city.

The title celebrates the founding of the City of Bern in 1191 and its joinder with the Swiss Confederacy in
1353.

Bern was founded by Zahringer ruling family, which rose to power in Upper Burgundy in the 12th century.
According to 14th century historiography (Cronica de Berno, 1309), Bern was founded in 1191 by Berthold
V, Duke of Zahringen.

In 1353, Bern joined the Swiss Confederacy, becoming one of the eight cantons which joined between
1353 and 1481. Bern invaded and conquered Aargau in 1415 and Vaud in 1536, as well as other smaller
territories. By the 18th Century it was the largest city-state north of the Alps.

Detailed Condition:
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