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Stock#: 44029
Map Maker: Du Val

Date: 1665 circa
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 9.5 x 6.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Map illustrating the route of Johann Albrecht von Mandeslos from Persia to India during the
years 1637-1640.

Highly detailed route map, focused on the overland route from Goa to Visapour and Visapour to Dabul.This
map was most likely based on Johann Albrecht von Mandeslos Journal on his voyages in Persia and India
during the years 1637-1640.

Johann Albrecht de Mandeslo (1616-1644) was a seventeenth-century German adventurer, who wrote
about his travels through Persia and India. After traveling to Isfahan with a diplomatic mission, he
separated from the party and made his way to India, where he made interesting observations on the
Mughal Empire, then ruled by Shah Jahan. In 1638, Mandeslo visited the ruins at Persepolis in Persia.
Arriving at the port of Surat in April, 1638, he moved on to Ahmedabad and Agra. While his observations
of life in the capital are useful, he apparently heard nothing about the Taj Mahal, then in its sixth year of
construction. He then traveled to Lahore before continuing his journey through the empire's southern
provinces and travelling on to the Far East. Mandeslo is an apparent engaging and cheerful writer, whose
enthusiasm for indiscriminately shooting wildlife did not endear him to his Indian travelling companions.

When Mandeslo was traveling through India, it was during the reign of Shah Jahan the Mughal, the
emperor who is most famous for building the Taj Mahal. During his reign Shah Jahan signals an abrupt
return to a stricter interpretation of Islam when he orders that all recently built Hindu temples shall be
destroyed, and it becomes standard policy during the reign of his son Aurangzeb. His determination to
impose strict Islamic rule on India undoes much of what was achieved by Akbar. At the same time



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Route ou Itineraire de Goa a Visapour et de Visapour a Dabul; tire de la Relation du
Voyage de Mandeslow, fait en l'annee, 1638 . . .

Drawer Ref: Small Maps Stock#: 44029
Page 2 of 2

Aurangzeb is obsessed with extending Moghul rule into the difficult terrain of southern India. He leaves
the empire larger but weaker than he finds it. In his eighties he is still engaged in permanent and futile
warfare to hold what he has seized. The Real power has declined gradually and imperceptibly throughout
the 17th century, ever since the expansive days of Akbar's empire. Yet it is in the 17th century that news
of the wealth, splendour, architectural brilliance and dynastic violence of the Moghul dynasty first
impresses the rest of the world. Europeans become a significant presence in India for the first time during
the 17th century, such as Mandeslo. They take home descriptions of the ruler's fabulous wealth, causing
him to become known as the Great Moghul. They have a touching tale to tell of Shah Jahan's love for his
wife and of the extraordinary building, the Taj Mahal, which he provides for her tomb. Many European
nations follow the Portuguese in gaining footholds in India. Portugal held the colony of Goa, which was the
center of Christianization in the East.

Detailed Condition:


