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A Chart of the Sea Coasts of the South part of America. From the River Oronoque, to
the Straits of Magellan, on the East Side. And from the Straits of Magellan, to Panama
on the West Side. By John Seller At the Hermitage in Wapping.
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Condition: VG

Size: 21 x 16 inches
Price: SOLD
Description:

The First Printed Sea Chart of the Continent of South America

John Seller's sea chart of South America is a great rarity, and holds the distinction of being the earliest
chart of the continent of South America to be printed in England. It would also appear to be the first
printed Sea Chart of the whole of South America. Unlike earlier sea charts of South America, such as
Arnold Colom's Zuyder Deel van America (1658), which leaves out the northern part of the Continent,
Seller depicts the entire continent as a whole, and in a visually appealing way, resting it on its side (in the
manner of Jan van Linschoten). The map is very finely engraved, and is adorned with an attractive title
cartouche of auricular decoration, flanked by native peoples, with two compass roses and sailing ships
inhabit the seas.

The present chart is extraordinary in that the overall shape of the continent is depicted in a manner far
more accurate and advanced than shown on other contemporary printed charts. The exaggerated bulbous
shape that had long been favored by cartographers is no longer present. Seller clearly had access to the
finest available printed regional charts of the continent, and clearly exercised great skill and discretion in
choosing how to integrate this varied geographic intelligence. His depiction of the coastlines of Brazil is
especially fine, derived from the latest Dutch sea charts, such as Pieter Goos' Paskaart van Brasil (1666).
Even more interestingly, is Seller's depiction of the far southern regions, which shows that he had access
to the late-breaking manuscript maps of Rear-Admiral John Narborough, following his expedition to
Argentina and the Straits of Magellan in 1669-71.
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John Seller (1630-1697) was a towering figure of English cartography and key pioneer of modern
mapmaking in variety of disciplines. In the early 1670s, he set about to break the near-monopoly enjoyed
by the Dutch in sea chart publication. His production of the Atlas Maritimus or a Book of Charts
Describeing the Sea Coasts . . . of the World (1675), marked a watershed moment in the development of
hydrography in Britain. He concurrently worked on the first parts of The English Pilot, including the
charts of the Northern and Southern navigation, however financial constraints prevented him from
completing the project. This endeavor was subsequently taken up by John Thornton, and later the firm of
Mount & Page, who resolutely gave London a leading place in the sea chart trade.

Seller's chart of South America is very rare, as it is thought that it was pulled from production in favor of
regional maps of the continent. We have located only a single reference to this sea chart, bound into a
copy of Seller's Atlas Maritimus, in the collection of the Maritime Museum in Rotterdam. We note also a
separate copy in the collection of the Clements Library and a copy in the British Library. The chart exists
in a later edition, published by Jeremiah Seller and Charles Price ( circa 1703).

Detailed Condition:
A few minor spots and marginal tears, repaired on verso.
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