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Map of Alaska By the Alaska Road Commission. 1909

Stock#: 32348mb
Map Maker: United States Coast Survey
ALASKA
Date: 1909 Sy
Place: Washington
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 72 x 60 inches (if joined)
Price: SOLD
Description:

Rare separately issued 4-sheet map of Alaska, published by the Alaska Road Commission.

The map is a monster production, much larger than any other general map of Alaska published in this time
period. The Bulletin of the American Geographical Society noted that it was double the size of the map
issued in the Brooks Monograph. While it is possible this map was intended to be included in an official
report, our copy has never never been folded and we find no record of any other example of the map
bound into a report.

The map shows wagon roads, sled roads, pack trails, railroads, telegraph and telephone lines. The note
below the scale states that the map was

compiled from Surveys of the Alaska Road Commission, the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, U.S.
Geological Survey, U.S. Army Surveys, and the Canadian Geological Survey.

The Board of Road Commissioners for Alaska, more commonly known as the Alaska Road Commission or
ARC, was created in 1905 as a board of the U.S. War Department.

Prior to its creation, the Alaska Interior was largely roadless up until about the 1870s, with only a network
of trails established by the native people of Alaska, which Russian, and later American, traders and

prospectors used as well. The Russians in Alaska stuck to coastal regions, and built almost no new trails or
roads during their time of possession (1741 to 1867), and early mining, such as near Sitka was close to the
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coast. In the 1870s and 1880s, spurred by increased settlement and prospecting, some settlers began
making arrangements with the natives, improving trails and in some cases imposing tolls, such as on the
Dalton Trail.

Prospectors and others wished for an easier overland route between a year round port in southern Alaska
and the Yukon River. The US Army began surveying and determined the best route would be north from
Valdez. The Army started construction of a pack trail from Valdez to Eagle in 1898. By 1899 this project
was also known as the Trans-Alaska Military Road. In the early 1900s, congressional committees
investigating transportation needs in Alaska, including a 1903 visit by a Senate committee on Territories,
recommended that the War Department construct a trail system and upgrade the newly built Valdez-Eagle
trail to a wagon road. Congress approved legislation establishing a commission to oversee these and other
improvements on January 27, 1905, Congress approved legislation establishing a commission to oversee
these and other improvements on January 27, 1905 and the Alaska Road Commission (ARC), was
organized May 15, 1905, by order of the Secretary of War.

A fine example of this rare map.

Detailed Condition:
Four sheets, unjoined.
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