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Stock#: 31374sh
Map Maker: Le Rouge

Date: 1778
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 24 x 20 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare French edition of William Fuller's rare chart containing the soundings and navigational information
surrounding Amelia Island and the mouths of the Nassau River and St. Mary's River in Florida, prepared
for use by the French Navy during the American Revolution.

The natural deep harbor on the north end of Amelia Island was an important anchorage for all kinds of
sailing vessels including smugglers, pirates, and slave ships. The two charts on the right were made from
surveys of Captain William Fuller. The plan of Amelia Island is noted as being taken from William De
Brahm's monumental large format map of South Carolina & Georgia, published in 1757. A prospective
view of the entrance to St. Mary's River is inset at upper right. Dedicated to the Right Honorable John Earl
of Egmont.

The largest map, A Chart of the Entrance into St. Mary's River, features the northern end of the island and
the waterway that runs in between it and Cumberland Island, Georgia. The plan note numerous depth
soundings and the locations of the shifting shoals that posed a great threat to mariners. The map also
illustrates the "New Settlement," with its ordered grid of streets planned by the British, shown near the
northern tip of Amelia Island.

Across the river on Cumberland Island, the ruins of the abandoned Fort William are depicted. Founded in
the 1740s by Georgia governor James Oglethorpe, the Fort was built to guard the southern approaches of
the colony from the Spaniards, who were based in nearby St. Augustine. This map also features a fine
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navigator's view of the entrance of the river, in the upper right corner.

The map below, A Chart of the Mouth of the Nassau River, shows a significant amount of hydrographical
information, along with sailing instructions for mariners. The chart shows the waterway that runs past the
southern tip of Amelia Island, in between it and Talbot Island. It is today the location of the main shipping
lane leading into the port of Jacksonville.Amelia Island is located on the boundary between Florida and
Georgia.

The chart was included in Le Rouge's rare North American Pilot, an atlas of Sea Charts compiled by the
French Government and utilized by the French Navy during their participation in aid of the Americans
during the American Revolutionary War. A fine wide margined example of this scarce French Naval Chart.

Detailed Condition:


